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Iris Millev 7 dfec

INTRRVIAY WITH MRS, ABEREART - liarch 26th, 1954

let Kr. &. in Hemilton, where she was visiting e girl friend.

i.'s sisters were 'Guste und Nettie. 3rothsre Chuck, Jack, Lom,

-

ste. - fomily of 7 altogether. iirs, Inck ceme out to Cal. at sane
o 1910
time from Ynt. A.s came out about Faster timqé They agked him

to come out to take up @ school (Nount Roy

siip ¥

%1). When they arrived
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school was not Pinished. He was in Vietorie School from Faster

until the holidays. Then living on 13th ive. When big aew schocl
Lok Py o
cf goLth é;lgary was built they mede him vrincipael of that and
when they put & high schocl (3almorul High Schecl) at Crescent
ﬁ@ights he wes principal of that - then new Crescent Helghts Schocl
wes built and he went there as principsl. Qirs. A, was wallking
downtovm in Cal. soon s fter they arrived and wag confronted by
a muttering, drunken Indian who was coming nenacingly towards her
and lirs. Maciiutt. birs. 4. took her daughter right out inte the
middle of the rosd in order to pass the drunk, 13th Ave. was right
on the edge of the prairie. ihéy used to walk across fields tc the
strest car terminus. A. played football, tenmnis, badminten, also
chess and chequers. Wrote a book of chess m plays, ZSefore Bible
Ingt, and politics used to spend much time playing chess. Was very
»ond of children and grand children.  While still on 13th hive. he
tock a correspondence course in lew.- nﬁout 25 or 27 yours ago.
At time of death was studying French and Spanish. lad Linguaphone (!
set for them and Germsn. Hever Eot eround t¢ the German. 7The only
thing he teck to the coast with him on lasl trip was the L inguaphor

get. Had known some French and perheps German at school or

university but was all out of touch witn it.

is 8 young boy he could sit at the table at the farr near Seefotth



Interview with Mrs. Aberhart (Nar.26 - con't.)

with all the family sitting around telking end perhaps their
.friends, ﬁoo; end study without effort, Wonderful po&ers of
consentration.

%lﬁﬁjbigﬁ Could play the pieno,well and mandolin and violin quidte a bit - all
self-taught. dad no ari training'but was competent artist, Huge
chart of Bibvle history was his own work.» did it in the gerage -~ on

o A : iong piece of canvas, about 8' long by 4' wide. Fainted.

ﬁﬁfvwxfﬁ.fkhiq leave of

! Vhen he tock over Premiorship he ssked for 5 years/absence Crom
his schocl and they granted it. /

Cﬂxu“'f% Dpran-vie e Wies Preshyterién ti11 1910 end then chenped to Baptist pertly
because he read the Sible carsfully ond was convinced that beptism
by immersion was ‘the right thing.

' See Goorpe Walker.
Pble Fash

A While Bible Inst.wns being built 4. would go right dewn after

school to see how they were getling on. They wers paying out =
lot of money hiriga the PalacelThoater and couldn't give full gible
courses without sufficient sccomodation. Was giving regular dible
by Clossez at Weostbourne Baptist but spoke as guest spesker sll
over the place. ILrs. lpcliutt thought Pref. Hroad eccentric.

‘;q'nufiibg (e ﬁ?ﬁ 4 They knew a lady in Cnt. who ceme out to Cal. to teach and kept

writing back telling them what s wonderful place Cal. was. Also

kept telling veople here sbout A, and they ssked him tc come and

take lount Hoyal Sch. Several teachers came out along then. Nrs.

lnckistill alive.

o

after sch. A, would come home, heve dinner, resd paper, and go down
to Sible Ingt., '"til about 10.30 or so. Then came hdme and worked
till 2 a.n. Up again about 8 a.m. in time for school at 9,

Jﬁ;wk;UDf{- In Vancouver are family group und picture of Pirst sch. 4., attende
A. was the image of his father except that his father had a beard,
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Interview with lirs. Aberhart (ier.26 = con't.)

ihey had & nice farm near Seaforth - you could walk from Sealorth
to it. Mrs. 4. visited them there.

A. loved anything mathexetical, Paid scrupulous attention to
detail as well az having administrative and nrg%%ﬁtional ability.
ot like thﬁse whé are goeod administrut&rs but can't be bothered ‘
with detail. Worled like a horse. Never spared himself. Had the
hebit of working hard. Loved his teaching and preschingequally -
wx did not sacrifice one for the other. Could menage both., Lrs. A
said he geriocusly considered going into the ministry socn afte£
they wers married but derided apainst - reamson probsbly financial.
A. always got travel-sick when going anywhere by trein so ﬁlw&ys
gent someone else where possihie. On speaking tours went by cer.
Didn't feel su bad sitiing in frent seat. ¥anning drove him,
Couldn't bear atmosphere of hospital or sick room. Was always in

a hurry to get out. Une daf visiting sick womén in hospital lirs. 4
"hought he weuld fell downstairs" geing out. When CGle was very siel
in labour he told ifrs. A. to stay 4t hospital with her. She was
thera for hours. Finally, he said, "I'm geing down. I think I

con help her.” le wanted Gla to hold his hand believing thal he
could communicate strength %o her in that way. He could stand it
enly five or ten mi

nates. Then went home again,




IHTIRVIET WIEL MRS, ABENIART - Apr., 11
b, ‘s Pauher retired at 50yrs. of age - was comforteble
and succea,f41. Gave all of children wiho wan®ed it an

education. IHad lovely hig farw. Lawn all around the hou

Se

tong drive with avenue of trecs leading up to houss. [Picket

fence ssperating the garden from the Tields.. llouge was just

like a.cily hewzax home. « Lovely living rorm, bedroom o
that, diging reom, front hell - great biz verandah along

two sides of the house, Tour bedrcoms upstairs, Lovely

£t

piano, Ghesterfield suite (though it wasrn't called that in

those deys) aad easy chairs in living.roon. Frave house

o

clapbourd o siding. Tbsat farm - hed oresk ruaning righ

qrouch it., Lovely horags - always Lept = hired MmN,

Ao wan Larol Ceunty Poctball team - {(frglish ToothallX).
Dre. Doyle was in team. A, was 19, 20, or 21 whon in team
Wagu't merried $hen. lMre. A. wouldn't !".uln";‘y him '4il he
cut of the team. Said "Tﬁoy get hurt =c often'.

_:1{. AP 3 & wre o -+

Seeforth School Hd. jutb ﬁ«f a bulletin after dr. A. was i

office. 5

Wxe. Ches, &, c/b Dr. Wn. Aberhart, London; On%. Chus.

Ao 2 epole S i PR o T . I el ok et
druggist, eldest of famliy.

-

Yher he wae about 15 he war g-nt towaber his father's

tuam of fine, spirited horazes. Wasz taking one of tHe mos

o b o A T g g8 P ) amigim -, ] s A T e Ty e & e
livoly ousy acress the farmyard when it bDroke frod, resl:

up with its front end then with its hind legs.  Strap slipp

out ‘of L.'s hends end he was sbtrusk in the face by the

how=eeles hind hoofs Was knccked oul to

serds s AV B 50 2
wos vabokhia

i £rom the widdow wnd ren: out &nd ¢lapjed her

hends in front of the horse o thet it dida't . run oven A,
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CORCNATION TRIP

received several invitetions to speak to audiences in Britu;lzg

‘but had not accepted any of them. He disliked travelling -

& agi S
x u

Coronation: A. had had invitetion to go as Premier and had

wasg alwaya. travel-sick and so was not looking forward very

much to the trip, wthough he would have enjoye_drhimse‘lf when

he got thers, but knew he would be ill all theway there and

all the way back. The neﬁapupef campaign mxd persuaded him - i

that public opinion wes against his going and he said, "If
they don't want me to go I 1'ron"t accept the :i.nvitatioﬁ -
after all, to poor f)eople it seems a lot ofA meney" so he
refugsed the invisation bu‘t wasn't very disappointed about it.
Mrs. A. t‘iidn’t mind whether she went or hot t];ough sho wou 1d

have gone with him had he accepted. "He woulin't have gone

without me."”



INTERVIEN WITH KRS. ABERi{IART - Vancouver, kay ;

Married in Galt, Cnt.

Manning asked to stay to look after the house in Cal. when they
went to Vencouver. Came out to Vencouver for holideys becsuse
they liked it with the children. First came ocut about 1918 or
1920. Khona csme out in 25 for training in Gen. Hespital,
gradusted in 28. ?ﬂttenﬂed hi. sch., in Seaforth, business college
in Chatham, normal sch. in Hamilton. inished education from
Queen's 'University, majoring in ﬁathematics and commerce. As
Premier he had intreduced 4 major things lor teachers - one was
profesaion act, larger school units, pensicns, tenure. 5 wesks
sick in Vancouver - Zxwamkx we thought it wss tiredness from the
session.Enlargement of the liver., Weakness of the liver -
billiousness in his youth buteased off during his later years, X
When he came out here he was not very well for a week. Fourth
moraing he made 2 records for Broadcasting. tlent to see doctor

in Gdmonton. Doctor went to his office. He put him in the hospitd

for an X-ray. Didn't find anything. Dr. Prector made X-ray.

Thrusday night Mrs. A. wede reservations for Seturday, arrived in
Yancouver on Sunday morninpg. Monday got doctor in to see him. ‘
Ill on train. Doctors atfending him in Vancouver - 5 - Dr.

B.D. Gillies (dead), G. E./billies.(insultingJ, G.F. Strong -
still in Vancouver., A. suffercd wenkness and tiredness. Went
into hospital just for a weok, first week st Khena's (7) house,
third week home, lest wesk in hospital. Made dises in Hdmonton -
dictated few letters about first day he was out here. 2 we ks

before he died nurse was playing Chinese checkers with him and he

enjoyed it. He said to her, "By your looks you would be about 25,




2
by your wisdom sixmuk I would say sbout 45." - when she made s
clever move. He would sey sometimes, "When T retire, mother,
I'm going to spend all my time writing all my sermons."
A. started cut by giving lecture in Zdmonton every Sunday or
every other Sundsy night - sharing it with lanning.
Christmas parties sometimes at Coocpers - or elsewhere.
Buffet dinner, or midnight buffet dinner. Jerry iscCeer - 50th
amniversary of Vancouver J. leGeer mayor. Patullo was FPreaier.
"idi, Aberhart! Where are you?" -~ heard A.'s voice on train.
They would have great arguments about reform. Anniversary of
Vencouver in 36. .
A's brothers - ons a druggist, one owned s mill, one a farmer,
Daf after election called men for Cabinet at the house. Rlectinn
Rerzwmx headquarters were in building oprosité Tea Kettle. C(On
Election Day A. was upatairs writing hisspeeches in caege of
failure or success. Campaign Headquarters on ¥th Lve. A. came
home for dinner that day. Mrs, 4, gave l0-minute broadecast
during campaign - during spesking tours never spoke but sat through
moeting'waiting for them. ﬁilways voted for R.3. Bennett, Bennett
gave & lot of honours end money to the schoel children - A. had
Bennett up to the usch. Voted always for best man. lirs. A. taught
primary Sundsy sch. in the Inst Ch. - dida't teach at Westbourne,
Bhe was memberx of Westbourne and Prophetic Bible Inat Baptist
Ch., Nr. & lMrs.A. both Presbytorian. kir. Burmett baptized A. in
Baptist ch. A. attended Wesley in Cal, but was not member. First
of all Grace Presbyterimn ch. = then ¥esley. When War broke out
he was at Westbourne. OQur place was open house for boys home from

the War, who didn't have any other plece to go. He was asked to

take a class of boys in Wesley. Teaching in the Grand Theatre
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Interview with NMrs. Aberhart, VYencouver, - %

early as 1914. Falace at first., When he moved to ﬁestbnurné he
was preaching in Grend on Sundeys. DUNr. Bradley (Ruszell H. is his
son) wrs an ear;y-é;élﬁme of A.'s would know about early church
activities in Cal, He was exploring in his mind at the time about
baptism. Developed his profhetic concepticns during his life in
Alta. If hewas out in the 9 vening and came in at, say, 1l
o'clock he would stay up till 2 a,m., reading the Bibls. "¥ am

not going to give up my BibRe work™ - when he waz elected. "Thati
coms first."

Blond hair - girls get red hair from Mrs. A.

dever visited U.S. until in office - never went to California.

In the course of official duties went to N.Y,, Detrsit, etc.
Musical evenings - didn't all play different instruments but had
hymn singing. Liked Manning for hie brilliant mind,

When he was sick in hospital nurse gave him hype without +telling

him what it wes and he was upset. Khona told nurse that he

wusn't used to that sort of tifeatment and he would like it much

' 1
el P

better if she told hlm why she was doing things, b Zol s
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: INTERVIEW WITH MRS, ABERHART - Oet. 19, 1954

A. sat up every nkght 'til midnight in the MecDonald, working.

A.s moved in 1927 from 1%3th Ave to 5th St. W. They spent no more
than & menth in ‘an apartment while the house was being zﬁalc:;uxﬂg:.
Lived in only the two houses in Csl. Boarded when they first came

okt. A, wes sn elder in Grace Presbyterisn and had a Bible Cdass

'ﬂnere. A, came out ab Easter time and Mrs. A. came out inthe Sumner

holidays. We didnt have a house then = wore just bearding. We
attended services at Grace and Vesley. He likely was holding Bible
Classes in different churches simuletacously. Dad was never a member
of Wesley. He was still e member of Grace when he went to Westbourne

I remember eme day | was sitking inside cn & Sunday. The girls were

' going to Sunday Sch. at Wesley. They came in one by one and Dad ceame

in last - he must have been teaching at Wesley. In Brantford we were
members of Inox Ch. and he was en elder there. He may have had a
Suzjludq'/ Sch.there. In Ont.he wanted to go into the ministry. 1t was
really too late as he was married and cd. not afford to teke the time
off to teke his training. He may huve inquired inte it but didn't
tell me, He wasn't active in ch. work before we were married. In
Brantford he went to Knox Presbyterian end he was. in the choeoir and
afterwards he wes made an elder and that was the first time I kmew
he was interested in ch. work. H e sang baritone. He was in the
choir before we were marvied, nok afterwards. His people net active
in ch. work. They went to ch. snd were Prewbyterians, but net very
religious. A. and D. were corresponding and Collins museled in at
the st.ation. They think A. invited D. over and Colline had nothing
to do with it and wac very pushimgz. A. probebly was madme. Mrs. A.

doesn't remember the student who came in the mornings. "It's the kinc

of thing Dad wd.do." Bowen didn't consult Duggan during the



Interview witi Lir. ‘L.. - et 18 - 2

digallomnces ot war {-‘oﬂ&w1.1::?;q$ Coemeone offsnde the Att. Gen's

Bept. A. was nob VQrV c-omeer‘&e&i ab ot O?}wmiz;g ovor. He felt by
thet time that!D. didn't know how to put in SC. He tried to work
out & scheme himself but caildn't do it because not encugh money.

He didn't go to shows after he got into his religious wark. ¥hen

he was in Ed. Xay would take riding lessons and in the evening she
wd. lean over the back of his chair and say "Woulln't you like to take
me to the show?" She finally got him to teke her sev. times and

after that he went fairly frequently - mostly to a good detective

 £ilm. He wd. lsave his desk full of work to take Kay to the show.

He wd. read detective fiction for relexation., The girls were only -
allewed to go to suitable shows - such as Charlie Chaplin. The girls
were not allaved to play cards or dence. He was easy to pleass about
clothes end food. He was scrupulously tidy amd mothedical. He was
good araind thh house - worked everything out theoretically firat and
was clever with his hends. Never cared for gardéning end never did
any except mowing the lawn sometimes - they had au gardner. He was ne
terribly fond of animals - didn't eobjoot to them and wwild pat them
but net an animal lover. Ola always had a kitben and = dog. Wasn't
hard to please armund the house - didn't ax insist on punotual msals,
etc, He always put his clétkea awey = hung them up. Very neat amnd
tidy. Kept the girls under pretty striet discipline - if ’rhayA wore
told to play in ths yard they didn't play in the street. If they wer
told tc com in a;: s certain time they had to be in. He didn't have
a Bible Class in the East - never til he came out here. He might
have had a Sunday Sch. Don't remewber. He had: Bible Classes in
Grace, Er_:ta&ity and Wesley, St, Andrews. MNight have been in different

churchos at the same time. D esn 't remembor any mmx neme of an:
Bible Clsss he had, A, not canvinced of complete immersion until.rl 192¢



Interview with Mrs. A. - Oot, 18 = 3

A. didn't have any legal advice ocutside the gov. on the camstitutim-
ality of SC. "He was the sort of mnwho :'worked things ocut fer

himself." He did not consult any lawyer but wd. ask the people
araind him for their sdvice and opinions. Cen't remember who he
wd. have asked about that, Mr. Bowen was & nice man. Didn't have

eny legal imowledge eml asked advice - was given wrong advice.



