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FORWARD

My Personal involvement in Canada’s National Bible Hour
spans an entire lifetime.

As a small boy, on the farm, I can recall my father and our
hired man stringing a wire from the large horse barn to the house.
They were connecting the lead in wire to a three tube radio set for
the first time.

Every Sunday we would hear the booming voice of William
Aberhart, a high school principal, expounding the word of God.
He was a most gifted teacher, combining a tremendous intellect
with a passion for truth.

Every Sunday afternoon for two hours he brought three dis-
tinct messages, punctuated by singing, instrumentals, a listeners
mailbag and reading from letters submitted from the air audience.

His capacity for simplicity in understanding the Bible was
mixed with a strong conviction that the scriptures were the iner-
rant, infallible, revelation of God to men. Listeners would often
hear him say, "Don’t believe it simply because I am telling you
these things. Read it for yourself!"

His organizational ability showed in many ways. A radio Sun-
day School was instituted enrolling tens of thousands of prairie
children in Bible lessons. A Bible school was formed with a full
curriculum of subjects so that young men and women could be
prepared for Christian ministry.

Mr. Aberhart’s purpose was clear. Irecall him saying, "We do
not teach you Bible content alone, rather we teach you the
principle’s of Bible analysis (exegesis) so that you may discover
truth for yourselves. In this way, you young men can stand on my
shoulders."



Another part of his organization was the Church. He believed
strongly in Bible doctrine and also that you must practice the
Bible doctrine you say you believe.

After graduation from Bible school and preaching for two sum-
mers, the pulpit of the College Church became vacant. I was
asked to become the pastor, and served from 1939 to 1981 in the
same Church. During those years we were able to send over 125
young people to the mission field in world evangelization.

During the early days of Mr. Aberhart’s radio ministry, he at-
tracted the attention of a young man from Saskatchewan - Ernest
C. Manning!. Mr. Manning came to Calgary, and became the first
graduate of the Bible institute. He remained with Mr. Aberhart
in the broadcast, and accompanied him to the Alberta legislature
in 1935 as a cabinet minister. Mr. Manning was later to become
the Premier of Alberta, occupying that position for 25 years.

While Mr. Aberhart’s style was fiery and bombastic at times,
Mr. Manning’s style was the "gentle persuader”. His logic was
faultless, and his lifestyle as a Christian gentleman was blameless.

Both of these leaders made a very deep impression on my
young life. They also left their mark in the cause and service of
Jesus Christ. I am deeply grateful for the privilege of "standing on
their shoulders".

May the pages of this book inspire your interest and involve-
ment in the greatest task in all the world - that of confronting men
with the person of Jesus Christ.

William J. Laing, Pastor at Large
GLOBAL OUTREACH MISSION



INTRODUCTION

Canada’s National Bible Hour is the oldest religious broadcast
in Canada. Heard on some seventy stations coast to coast, it has
been primarily the teaching ministry of Ernest C. Manning. For
years to come, Manning’s name will be synonymous with the
"Bible Hour" both in households who share his faith, and those
who do not. Ernest Manning is a Christian statesman whose long
distinguished political career has made his name a household
word, and his face a familiar one.

Early in 1989 Mr. Manning knew that the time had come for
him to pass the torch, but he wanted to be sure that the broadcast
would be carried on in the tradition he had begun. When the
broadcast was established, in 1925, there was tremendous need for
sound teaching of the Bible, and for dealing with difficult political
and spiritual issues across the country. Today, many of those
same basic issues still exist but they have taken on new meanings
and new dimensions in the Age of Information as we enter the
2lst century.

As president of Global Outreach Mission, I am honoured that
Mr. Manning chose our organization to assume the responsibility
for the broadcast he gave so generously of himself to perpetuate.
Global Outreach Mission is committed to extending the outreach
of the broadcast’s ministry while, at the same time, maintaining its
emphasis on the infallible Word of God. As we look ahead to the
expansion of the ministry, only those changes will be made that
will enhance the means of disseminating the Message that never
changes.

We rejoice with you that Global Outreach Mission is continu-
ing to reach across the airwaves into millions of homes of faithful
listeners, and to attract many new ones. We thank you for your in-
terest in the broadcast and in our ministry.



We are pléased to present to you this souvenir booklet. It is
the story of how God used Ernest C. Manning and William Aber-
hart to begin the ministry of Canada’s National Bible hour.

If you would like to know more about the ministry of Global
Outreach, please send your inquiry to:

GLOBAL OUTREACH MISSION
Box 1210
St. Catharines, Ont. L2R 7A7

Thank you, and God bless you.
James O. Blackwood,

President
Global OQutreach Mission
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I. THE BEGINNINGS
Mail-Order, a Radio, and Jesus

Ernest Charles Manning, the politician. Ernest Charles Man-
ning, the Christian statesman. Were they one and the same? Yes.
Manning, a long-time political figure, highly visible in his native
Canada, was not a politician who happened to be a Christian. He
was, rather, a deeply committed Christian who happened to make
his living in politics. Mr. Manning enjoyed a long and distin-
guished political career having served as the Premier of Alberta,
then served in the Canadian senate. He did his work in the
government with integrity and he searched for truth in everything
he did. He brought that truth to his people with determination
and skill. Underlying all of his adventures into politics and
government was his reliance on the Christ he served who said, "I
am the Truth..."

Born in Carnduff, Saskatchewan, September 20, 1908, Ernest
was the middle son of three, born to George Henry and Elizabeth
(Dickson) Manning. All three of the Manning boys attended the
Glenpayne School, half a mile from their farm home. "They" say
that even today the initials of William, Roy, and Ernest Manning,
may be found carved on the desks of that old one-room school,
long since boarded up.

Hard work, good humour, and a keen interest in life, were
hallmarks of the Manning family. Ernest was a naturally-born
entertainer. He was also a natural mechanic, and after he had con-
vinced his dad to switch from horse-power to machines on their
farm, Ernest had to figure out how the machines worked--and
how to get them working again when they quit. It is said that
when Manning was Premier of Alberta, he would more likely
spend time in the boiler room while touring a hospital, noting all
the gauges and asking how they worked.



As did teenagers all over the continent, Ernest added his bit to
the significance of the expression, "the roaring twenties." He liked
to sweep into town in his model-T Ford at full speed, and pull in
behind the smartest new coupe on the main street. Ernest had
paid $50 for "The Bazoo" and later he paid $25 for another one to
use for parts to keep The Bazoo roadworthy. It had no wind-
shield, headlights, or muffler. And of course, it had no
speedometer, but Manning guesses The Bazoo’s top speed at
about sixty mph on a good road.

Every farm family of his day owned the most popular reading
of the times, a mail-order catalog. Ernest liked to read about all
the fascinating mechanical things that could be ordered. In the
fall of 1925, he decided to invest his hard-earned savings in a
three-tube radio offered by a mail-order house in Chicago for
$103. The radio was offered complete with a gooseneck
loudspeaker and earphones.

Ernest Manning remembers that well, as he tells the story
today:

Back in 1925, as a young teenager in western Canada, when radio was
just coming in, I was anxious to get a radio. I worked out on a thresh-
ing crew in the fall and earned enough to buy a radio which I ordered
from a mail-order house in Chicago. I recall this rather well because
the radio got lost in transit, and I finally got a notice from the customs
office saying they had a parcel addressed to me from Chicago and that
if it wasn’t claimed in a few days, it would be disposed of because it
had been around there quite a while. So we recovered the radio and
got it just one day before Christmas. I remember Christmas day of
1925. My brother, Roy and I spent most of the day up on the roof of
our farm home in the western Canadian prairie, putting up the aerial.
In those days, radios had to have an outside aerial attached to the
roof. On Christmas night, for the first time, we had our radio and lis-
tened to a station from Saskatoon.



The radio would bring changes to the lives of all the Man-
nings, but especially to Ernest. One Sunday afternoon, in 1925, he
tuned in CFCN in Calgary and heard William Aberhart broadcast-
ing from the Palace Theatre. Every Sunday at three o’clock,
Ernest listened to Aberhart broadcast his teaching of the Bible.
The Mannings were a solidly religious family in the Baptist tradi-
tion, and attended the United Church in Rosetown, but they were
not more noticeably religious than other families where a blessing
is invoked on dinner.

Mr. Aberhart was a fundamentalist; not just your ordinary one,
he was a down-to-bedrock Fundamentalist. He believed that the
Bible was all the Word of God -- every syllable--therefore, the
prophecies of the Bible must also be inspired. And since not all
of them were fulfilled in the New Testament, then they must be
moving toward fulfillment in the events of the day. This philoso-
phy fascinated the young Saskatchewan farm boy, Ernest C. Man-
ning. Shortly after he started to listen to Aberhart, Manning
committed his life to Jesus Christ at the age of 17, "because of the
clear presentation of the gospel Mr. Aberhart made on the broad-
cast.”

Two Men and One Common Purpose

William Aberhart was born December 30, 1878, to parents of
German and English origin. He grew up with his three brothers
and one sister. All of the children received values and training
from their parents which helped to shape their lives and futures.
In his last lecture from the Bible Institute in 1943, Aberhart
repeated a classic example of this:

My father used to tell us boys on the farm, in our younger days, that we
could never plow a straight furrow if we did not focus our attention on
a particular post or tree or other landmark away at the end of the field.
He warned us again and again not to allow a big stick or clump of
brush or a tree to distract us as we passed along."



Aberhart attended school in Seaforth, Ontario then enrolled
in the Chatham Business College, and later in Hamilton Normal
School. After graduating from Queen’s University in Kingston,
with a bachelor of arts degree, he began teaching. He taught first
at Wingham, Ontario, and was then principal of a public school in
Brantford.

In 1910 Aberhart, with his wife Jessie and their two children,
moved to Alberta where William worked as a public school prin-
cipal in Calgary for five years. Then he was appointed principal of
the newly formed Crescent Heights High School. He was prin-
cipal there for twenty years, and he won the respect and admira-
tion of students and faculty alike. Aberhart’s exceptional
organizational skills, put to work at Crescent High, soon gained
the recognition of the academic world throughout the province.
His regard for scholastics, and his unique teaching skills, com-
bined to make Aberhart a highly successful Bible teacher as well
as a public school educator and administrator.

The students at Crescent High benefitted greatly from Mr.
Aberhart’s organizational bent. He incorporated student "com-
panies" such as the one he organized to buy a movie projector for
the school. The students bought in at ten cents a share. They put
on shows, and at the end of the year the "company" declared a
dividend of twenty-five cents a share. Their principal’s brilliant
mind made a game of mathematics and applied its science to life.
"You must have a standard of values in life," he would say to the
students, "and you must never get your values mixed up."

Shortly after Mr. Aberhart’s arrival in Calgary he became
known as a Bible teacher. Before long he had quite a following.
No doubt one of the reasons for this was his emphasis on
prophecy. It was his lectures on prophecy that first brought him
special recognition in the city of Calgary. By 1925, hundreds of
people were gathering on a Sunday afternoon in one of Calgary’s
largest theaters, to listen to Aberhart preach on prophecy. That



November he went on the air for the first time, and quickly real-
ized how the radio could be used to help him spread the Word.

As he pioneered the field of radio broadcasting, Aberhart’s
one thought was to teach the Bible. He recognized that it was
through the Word of God that men’s hearts would be moved to
seek salvation. He never hesitated to warn his listeners thay they
must choose between eternity in heaven with Christ, or in hell
without him.

Young people were always one of Mr. Aberhart’s deepest con-
cerns. In 1924 he organized Bible Institute Study Classes so that
the young people could be instructed in the great truths of the
Bible. Out of this grew his determination to erect a suitable build-
ing that would serve as a Bible School.

Back on the Manning Farm, listening to his mail-order radio,
young Ernest heard the appeal from Aberhart for money to
finance the building of the Calgary Prophetic Bible Institute. Sun-
day after Sunday, young Manning listened as Aberhart announced
progress in raising money for a $65,000 building to house the Cal-
gary Prophetic Bible Institute. Sunday after Sunday, Manning’s in-
terest grew, and plans began to formulate in his mind. Finally,
Aberhart announced that construction was beginning. The school
would open in the fall (1927).

Manning decided to be one of the students who would enroll
in that first class. When the doors opened in October, he was
there. In September, the building had been completed, and dedi-
cated as an institution of learning for young people responding to
the call of God. The building stood as a memorial to the vision of
William Aberhart. He had no money for such a presumptuous un-
dertaking, but he had deep faith in God and a burning desire to
help train young people. The three-year Bible course offered at
Calgary Prophetic Bible Institute provided thorough training to
equip any young person for Christian service.



Ernest C. Manning was such a young person. He literally
worked his way through college. Because courses were arranged
to run from October to April to accommodate the farm students,
he continued to operate his father’s farm, and he and his brothers
did custom harvesting.

During the second and third years of schooling, Manning lived
with the Aberharts. Perhaps he was the surrogate son they never
had. It is only logical to assume that during those years of close as-
sociation Manning acquired a keen sense of what made William
Aberhart tick. He saw firsthand the energy and drive that went
into Aberhart the politician, Aberhart the teacher, and Aberhart
the broadcaster.

Every Sunday Aberhart broadcasted for almost five hours.
From 10 to 11, the program was for children; from 11 to 12:15, the
broadcast originated from the Bible Institute Baptist Church.
Every afternoon, from 3 to 5, there was the Prophetic Bible Con-
ference which had first attracted young Manning. Then, from 6 to
6:30 there was an evening hymn program.

In 1930 when Mr. Aberhart went to the coast for his annual
holiday, he asked the 21-year-old Manning to take over his radio
work. From then on, they shared the responsibilities.

II. GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

Aberhart Lays the Foundation

His interest in young people led William Aberhart into a
project bigger than anything he had ever organized before. The
depression was grinding deeper into the life of the country, erod-
ing the economy and the spirit of the people. Aberhart would
meet his brightest graduates and ask how they were getting along.
They would tell him they couldn’t get jobs. That bothered Aber-
hart. He wondered how the country could be in the midst of plen-
ty, with resources yet to be developed, and have no work for his



