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CANADA NEEDS THIS DEDICATED AND
OYNAMIC STATESMAN ! HIS LIFE
HAS BEEN DEVOTED 70 SOLVING
THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIALa-dLLE .
OF MANK’ND’ ® 2 o .

\

i

1901 - 1902

ALBERTA

S V ,_l‘“.

MOTIVATED BY THE SAME LOVE OF FREEDOM AND ADVENTURE
AS THEIR VIKING FORBEARS, BOB THOMPSON'S  FATHER

AND GRANDPFATHER CAME TO WESTERN CANADA. THEY

WERE FPART OF A THREE-FAMILY GROUP THAT P/IONEERED

IN THE WEST INNISFAIL AREA OF ALBERTA.

BORN MAY 17, 1914, BOB THOMPSON WAS ONE OF A FAMILY OF
FOUR BROTHERS AND TWO SISTERS , ... .

PUGGED PIONEER THAT
HE WAS, BOB’'S GRAND-
FATHER PETER GUSTAV
IMPARTED MUCH SOUND
BASIC PHILOSOPHY
TO HIS GRANDCHILDREN,

HE STRESSED THE
VALUE OF HONEST
WORK AND INITIATIVE
ALL THE TIME.

YOUNG BOB LEARNED
THE LESSONS WELL {

BOB THOMPSON'S FATHER HAD A BETTER THAN AVERAGE
EDUCATION HIMSELF AND HE STRESSEDP THE IMPORTANCE
OF LEARNING . ...

« SKIING TO
HECKLA SCHooL s

A PROLIFIC READER ,
BOB SOON KNEW
CANADIAN AND
BRITISH HISTORY -
WELL. GLADSTONE,
WILBERFORCE,

LINCOLN AND OTHERS
HAD SPECIAL INTEREST B
FOR MM, . . . . /!

L

AT THE AGE OF SIX, BOB OWNED
HIS OWN HORSE, WHICH HE RODE
FIVE MILES TO SUNPAY SCHOOL,
IN THE LUTHERAN CHURCH AT
DICKSON, ALBERTA (/920-1932)

VERY ACTIVE AND SOCIABLE, YOUNG BOB TOOK PART IN ALL
TEAM SPORTS ACTIVITIES, ANDP DIP HIS FARM WORK 700 /

HE PLAYED #HOCKEY ON
OUTPOOR RINKS IN THE
WINTERTIME . . . »
FREQUENTLY HE RODE
MANY MILES TO PLAY
BASEPLALL IN THE
SUMMERTIME, HE
LEARNED THAT TEAM-
WORK MEANT VICTORY !

YEARS FOR BOB THOMPSONMN,
MILKING COWS, RIDING THE CATTLE
RANGE, BREAKING SOP... AT I3
YEARS HE WORKED AS A THRESHING
HAND. IN 1927 HE COMPLETED HIS
GRADE NINE ANDP STOPPED SCHOO
70 WORK ON THE FARM.... .

1930-1933 BOF WENT BACK TO
COMPLETE HIS HIGH SCHOOL
EPDUCATION. IN HIGH SCHOOL
HE LED THE CLASS IN
DRAMATICS AND DEBATING {
HE ALSO PLAYED IN THE
CDMMUNITY BAND. ® & 9 o
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 IN HIS EIRST €CHOOL BOB TAUGHT NINE

NOW A YOUNG MAN, BOB THOMPSON OECIDED FO
BECOME A TEACHER, €0 ME ATTENDED CALGARY
NORMAL SCHOOL . ...

=e 33-1934 .. .THOUGH
' & ' UDYING BARD 70 GET
728 & : 8US TEACHER’S CERTIFICATE,
8E FOUND TIME TO WEAD
7 : . YHE SPORTS PEFPARTUENT
1 | ©OF ThE se#OOL . . . . HE
= A : BLAYED ON THE SEHOOL
= | @OCKEY TEAM TOO {

- MY
cpORTS ggouiff’;

1234 * 1936

GRADES, IN A COUNTRY SCHOOL WITH 43
SCHOOLCHILPREN, CONTINUING KIS
TALENT FOR GETTING THINGS BONE {

HE ALSO COMPLETED A COURSE
IN COMMERCIAL LAW AND
BOOK KEEPING AT BUSINESS
COLLEGE ... .

THE TRAGEDPY OF THE SINGLE
UNEMPLOYED (MANY OF THEM HIS
OWN BUDDIES) AND THE DEGRADING
TREATMENT GIVEN THEM MADE

A DEEP AND LASTING
IMPRESSION ON BOB /°

A aacnn N e
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SOC/AL CREDIT

IN SOCIAL CREDIT 8OB /’
THOMPSOMN. HAD FOUNDP

AN INTELLIGENT WAY
7O PROSPERITY IN PEACE.
TRULY, THE CLOUDS HAD
SILVER LININGS [

BOEB MET WILLIAM ABERHART ANDP E C. MANNING ABOUT
THIS TIME .. HE STUPIED SOCIAL CREDIT WITH THEM..
... CAME 70 KNOW AND RESPECT THEM /

1036 CANADA WAS STILL IN THE GRIP OF THE
TERRI/BLE PEPRESSION ©OF THE THIRTIES..
BOB CARRIED HIS FIGHT FOR HUMANITY

INTO THE PROVINCE OF MANITOBA, EDITING
THE “YSOCIAL CREDIT NEWS “ IN WINNIPEG. ..

e

- IN MANITOBA BOB’5 FIRST '
WRITINGS BEGAN TO APPEAR
_IN WINNIPEG PAPERS. HE . .~
BROUGHT ©oUT THE SOC/AL
CREDIT HANDBOOK T s o, st

HE WAS CHIEF ORGANIZER
FOR THE PROVINCIAL

ELECTION CAMPAIGN :
THAT YEAR AND FIVE QWi 2

SOCIAL CREDIT M.LA. ST X "Z
WERE ELECTED. . vo. ' = = =3
*MEMBER 4
LEGISLATIVE

ASSEMELY

HERE IN WINNIPEG BEGAN THE PRACTICAL
GRASSROOTS POLITICAL EXPERIENCE
OF BOB THOMPSON . . ..

IN THE FALL OF 936 BOPB WENT TO COLLEGE IN
DAVENPORT, IOWA, ANX/IOUS TO ADPD 7O HIS
EDUCATION IN ORDER 7O HELP PEOPLE. . ...

e

' HE WORKED HIS WAY THROUGH COLLEGE,
DOING 4 VARIETY OF JOBS . . . . -

. edergENCY
. ENTRANCE

-

SALESMAN...... H AMEULANCE DRIVER ..

 HE CONTINUED HIS ACTIVE CHURCH WORK
AND SOMEHOW HE EOUND THE TIME TO
' BE PRESI/PENT OF THE COLLEGE GRAPUATING

¢l oot -

S\ N 1939, BEOB THOMPEON GRADUATED
==\  WITH HONOURS FROM FALMER
==\, COlLEGE OF CHIROPRACTIC

g\

MAY 4, 1939 . ON THIS DAY BOB THOMPSON MARRIED
LOVELY HAZEL KURTH, A COLLEGE GRADUATE
WITH A PRACTICAL HOME BACKGROUND. . . ..

... THE SAME YEAR
THE YOUNG COUPLE
RETURNED TO

INNIS FAIL, ALBERTA,
WHERE THEY SET UP
THEIR OWN PRA(TICE
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1940 IN KEEPING WITH THE HISTORY OF
ACTIVE PARTICIPATION WHICH HE WAS

CREATING FOR HIMSELF, BOB THOMPSON
ENLISTEP IN THE |5% ALBERTA LIGHT

HORSE, ANP LATER ON TRANSFERRED
0 -THE RGcAE. . . .

HE ORGANIZED AND
COMMANDEDP NO. 7 CADET
SQUAPRON AT NO. 37
SERVICE FLYING TRAINING
SCHOOL OF THE EMPIRE ®
_TRAINING SCHEME, AS HIS PART -
IN_THE BATTLE OVER TYRANNY

M EPIRIT
SETIWAS A BYWORD
WiTH THOMPSON |

WHILE IN THE R.C.A.F THOMPSON BECAME A4 CLOSE
FRIENDC OF PR. R.V. BINGHAM, THE FOUNDER AND
DPIRECTOR OF THE SUPAN INTERIOR MISSION.
THIS ERIENDPSHIP WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN BRINGING
ABOUT ANOTHER TURNING PDINT N BOB
THOMPSON’S LIFE ... . :

FIRST... 7HE ALLIES L/IBERATED
ETHIOPIA- FROM FASCIST ITALY AND
EMPEROR HAILE SELASSIE fewmsp

¢ EXILE .

PERSONAL FRIENPS FOR HELP 7O
REHABILITATE #HIS COUNTRY . . ..

1943. .. DR BINGHAM PERSUAPED
BOFB -  AND MRS. THOMPSON TO
HEAD A GROUP OF DPOCTORS,
- NURSES AND TEACHERS 7D SERVE
: IN ETHIOPIA. THE RC.A.F.
S - GAVE BOB HIS
 RELEASE IN
JUNE, (943 .

THEN .. THE EMPEROR ASKED HI5.

THOMPSON SPENT THE NEXT FIFTEEN YEARS IN VARIOUS
FIELDS OF GOVERNMENT ANP MISSION SERVICE IN AFRICA,
GIVING HIM AN INSIGHT INTO THE CONTINENT'S PROBLEMS
FEW CANAPIANS HAVE TOPAY ... .

WHEN HE ARRIVED IN
ETHIOPIA BOB TAUGHT
SCIENCE 7O HIGH -

SCHOOL. STUPENTS.
HE LATER BECAME
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL. .

THOMPSON'S ABILITY FOR éRGAN/zA 7/ON. AND His
WILL TO GET THINGS DONE SOON CAME 7O THE FORE. THEY
WERE PUT TO GOOP USE BY THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT

IN 1946 HE WAS APPOINTED DIRECTOR OF PROVINC/IAL EDUCATION,
HE WAS ABLE TO TEACH THE PRINCIPLES HE BELIEVED IN. .q
PAR_LIAMENT'ARY -GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE ENTERPRISE 7

. pas
HE ORGANIZED
AND COMMANDED
THE ETHIOPIAN
AIR FORCE
TRAINING SCHOOL

‘::—,‘"_.,, x : 7 o ’ 7
ONE OF THE PLANES USED
TRAIN ETHIOPIAN PILOTS

TRAINING FLIGHT
WITH A STUPENT. , |

NOTE : LATER
THE SAME YEAR
THOMPSON WAS
SENT ON SPECIAL
MISSIONS 7O
- NORTH AFRICAN
COUNTRIES TO
SURVEY EDPUCATION...

THE EMPEROR
. AND THOMPSON
AT ONE OF THE
120 NEW SCHOOLS
HE BUILT FROM
1946 70 195/, ..




5 : FHE CANADIAN SOCIAL CREDITER, JUNE, 1962

— .
AS AFRICAN NATIONS EMERGE, THOMPSON’E FIETEEN YEAR RECORD OF ACHIEVEMENT IN ETHIOPIA
BECOMES MORE SPECTACULAR / WIS AMBITION IS TO HELP ALL PEOPLE TO HELP THEMSELVES....
e =% ....MODERN
L AT RN \ HOSPITALS AND
_ { R k& HEALTH EDUCATION
123 ABCDE § : PROGRAMS . . . ..
: - - \ L . : \
< : [ &EA, | & : e : —
X \ & v& N A L vwre —
DEMOCRATIC L\ () = -
PARLIAMENTARY ¥
GOVERNMENT. l. ote
N I
e R ‘
Sl oy g TG
% B Y [ | ;
: A
HE HAS A HISTORY OF ! ...IMPROVED
PRODUCTIVE LEADERSHIP L = ~= AGRICULTURAL
: s - INDUSTRY. . ...
MODERN TRANSPORTATION....
: r
DURING THESE YEARS, :
THOMPSON CARRIED OUT ¥ _
MANY SPECIAL DIPLOMATIC Y at s >
AND CULTURAL ASSIGNMENTS ; 5 =
AROUND THE WORLD. ... - BEoaie S O e - K é 5
THIS HAS GIVEN HIM AN - fab R S : p ®
EXCELLENT FOREIGN m & ; = ;
AFFAIRS BACKGROUND. .. s - :
= : %Q é 1§
e . M j . e
: EU ROPE * NATO .a T E\-W"O?
COUNTRIES AND THEIR . &R 8%
PEOPLE ... - . - B KL el - -
e : ‘ , - b \
e BERLIN
e EDINBURGH i
e FRANKFURT '
e HAMBURG
e LISBON
e LONDON
e LUCERNE - A. :
| RICA: .
e MADRID EMERgggT!NENT
s 2.0 ' e INDIA, PAKISTAN
* FARIS e SYRIA
REYKJAVIK . wss!o:\xs - 1. ‘ -
e STOCKHOLM : e NATIONAL 7
. PROGRAMS e JORPAN
, e IRAN AND OTHERS
o~ THOMPSON EOLLOWED
6 o T P
,- Kno@?mf& fSE THOMPSON WORKED THEIR PEVELOPMENT [
wEeir .. WITH THEM ALL .... AT CLOSE HAND, | [ |
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N 185t THOMPSON EscORTED
THE DUKE AND DUCHESS OF
HARAR ON THE FIRST VISIT
OF ETHIOP/AN ROYALTY TO
CANAPA ANDP THE UNITED
STATES . . .

THEY WERE
GUESTS AT
THE FIRST
CANADIAN
INTER -
NATIONAL
TRAPE FAIR
N TORONTO

gy

=

e,

AS THOUGH EVERY PROBLEM IN ETHIOPIA WAS HIS OwN
ANDC THE SAYING “50 MUCH TO DO ANP SO LITTLE TIME
70 PO IT* APPLIEDP TO HIMSELF, THOMPSON TOOK ON
MANY EXTRA PROJVECTS ONE WAS SCOUTING . .
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.. THOMPSON
WAS PEPUTY -
COMMISS IONER
OF THE BOY
SCOUTS N
ETHIOFIA . A
MOVEMENT
HE STARTED
THERE . . ..

THOMPSON’S ADMINISTRATIVE ABILITY AND KNOW-HOW WERE
IN CONSTANT PEMAND HIS INSIGHT INTO AFRICAN PROSLEMS
HELPED HIM PLAN EPUCATION PROGRAMS FOR BOTH THE
PRESENT AND FUTURE . GREAT STRIPES WERE MAPDE
UNDER HIS O/RECT/ON.

1951 THOMPSON cOMPL 2 HIS UNIVERSITY
TRAINING IN EDUCATION APMINISTRATION

 AND ACCEPTED A ONE YEAR VISITING
FPROFESSORSHIP IN THIS FIELD A7 AN
AMERICAN. UNIWVERSITY . .. =

THOMPSON SPEAKING
7O THE MINISTER oF |2
EPUCATION AT A4
MEETING OF THE |4
NATIONAL EPUCATION
BOARD

® ® s o e

---IN 952, BOE
THOMPSON BETURNED
TO ETHIOPIA AS THE
CIRECTOR OF 7HE
SOUTHERN LEPROSY
M/SSION.
<o HE CREATED 4
COMPLETE REHAZ-
ILITATION PROGRAM.

THE LEPROSARIUM WAS LOCATEDP 150 MILES
SOUTH-EAST OF ADDIS ABABA, THE CAPITAL OF
ETHIOP/A. (T REACHED EVEN THE MOST
PRIMITIVE TRIBES IN THE AREA.

... 70 MAKE THE LEPROSARIUM
THOMPSON SET UP VARIOUS PRODUCER CO-OPERATIVE BUS/NESSES .
ONE AMAZING EXAMPLE DF SUCCESS WAS 7HE LEPROSARIUM

POULTRY PROJECT HE STARTED THERE 7 -

AS SELF-SUSTAINING AS POSS/BLE,

h9°8 :IPAT +b
MAT P FANFAG

SHASHEMANE
LEPROSARIUM

HOPELESS OUTCASTS
FOUND RECOGNITION

AND PURPQOSE IN

 LIFE HERE .

HEL P

WHEN THEY LEFT THE HOSPITAL
PATIENTS TOOK THEIR CHICKENS
WITH THEM TO START ANOTHER
FARM IN THEIR OWN
COMMUNITY . . . .

THOMPSON HAD TWENTY LAYING EGGS FLOWN
TO ADDIS ABABA FROM CANADA. THEY WERE
HATCHED TO START 4 sMALL

PURE BRED FLOCK.. THE
PRINCIPLE OF SELF-HELP
THROUGH CO-OPERATION
HAD AN INSTANT APPEAL To
ETHIOPIANS

e s o

IN THIS WAY A FEW EGGS HAVE - -
GROWN TO MILLIONS OF
CHICKENS THROUGHOUT
ALL OF ETHIOPIA THE
PEOPLE LEARNED 71O

THEMSELVES . . ..
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THE AGRICULTURAL PROJECT NOW PRODUCED

THE GRAINS AND VEGETABLES NEEDED.
THIS WAS MADE POSS/BLE BY THE
INTRODUCTION OF CO-OPERATIVELY USED

OTHER IMPORTANT PARTS OF THE PROGRAM
THOMPSON DEVELOPEDP ARE :

MODERN FARM EQUIPMENT, THROUGH THE
EFFORTS OF BOB THOMPS5ON AND HIS HELPERS

~“THE SEED PROGRAM :

THE TREE NURSERY :
HELPING TO RE-FOREST
THE COUNTRY NOW

THE COFFEE PLANTATION:
A VERY SOUND DEVELOPMENT * 7.
OF THE COUNTRY 'S ECONOMY..%

FHIS PRODUCES AND
PISTRIBUTES IMPROVED
SEED TO AFRICANS . . . .

THOMPSON TOOK A PERSONAL INTEREST IN EVERYONE
AT THE LEPROSARIUM. HERE HE 15 SHOWN STUDYING
 THE EFFECTS OF LEPROSY WITH NOTED LEPROSY

DOCTORS . . .« .

‘!i%?!iiiilar

THE FIERCE ARUSSIS RESPECTED THIS MAN WHOSE LOVE
FOR HUMANITY BROUGHT. HIiM TO SERVE THEM SO
SELFLESSLY . . = .+ = &

THEN RECOGNITION OF THOMPSON’S EFFORTS BEGAN
TO COME FROM MANY PLACES AROUND THE WORLD. ...

B FROM 1957 ONWARD, THOMPSON HAS
BEEN GETTING VARIOUS AWARDS
AND CITATIONS FOR "OUTSTANPING

SERVICE TO HUMANITY " FROM MANY
ORGANIZATIONS THROUGHOUT THE
WORLD . . «

1957 LIKE OTHER EAMILIES, THE THOMPSONS HAD
PROBLEMS . .. PUE 7O THE SER/IOUS ILLNESS OF THREE
OF THEIR EIGHT CHILPREN, MRS. THOMPSON BROUGHT
THE FAMILY BACK TO CANAPA’S HEALTHY CLIMATE . .

1958 ... Z*. THOMPSON
RETURNED TO CANADA,
ETHIOPIAN MISS/ON
COMPLETE . THEN THE
FAMILY MOVED INTO
THIS HOME THAT BOB
THOMPSON BUILT AT
RED DEER, ALBERTA.

: B ECARDING HiM AS THEIR OWN CHIEF AND FRIEND
ARUSSI CHIEFTAINS STAND WITH THOMPSON .. ..

BOB THOMPSON’S INTIMATE KNOWLEPGE OF
AERICA, THE MIPPLE EAST AND AS/A MADE HIM
A MUCH SOUGHT AFTER SPEAKER ON INTER -
NATIONAL AFFAIRS. THE NEXT TWO YEARS WERE
SPENT ON LECTURE TOURS COVERING CANAPA,
THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO. 4

LECTURE TOUR

958 -- 1960

6 PROVINCES

44 STATES
AND

MEXICO

SE S EE IRt s b P Ft e s e e R s bog g
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SOC/AL CREDIT PICKS
MEN WHO GET THINGS
WONE: 20

ENTHUSIASTIC SOC/AL
- CREDIT DELEGATES
. ELECTED THOMPSON
| TO NATIONAL PARTY
LEADERSHIP, SURE
THAT HE WOULD GET
THINGS DONE . . . .

CANADIANS ARE SAYING: “THE THOMPSON-CAOUETTE
TEAM WiLL BRING UNITY AND PROSPERITY TO ALL
CANADIANS ! * PBPOB THOMPSON SAYS ¥ SOC/AL
CREDIT MEANS SECURITY WITH FREEDOM { ¥

e« EDUCATOR

e BUSINESS MAN

e DIPLOMAT

¢« HUMANITARIAN

¢ FAMILY MAN
@

WILL GET THINGS
DONE FOR

~CANADA

- *FAMILY MAN-
¥ STURDY AND PROUD FAMILY, THE
THOMPSONS HAVE A LONG RECORPD
OF SERVICE TO THE CHURCH AND THE
COMMUNITY. ALWAYS 4 CLOSE - KNIT
FAMILY, THEY SPEND AS MUCH TIME
TOGETHER AS THOMPSON’S ARPUOVS
WORK FOR SOCIAL CREDIT AND
HUMANITY WILL ALLOW . . . .
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SOCIAL CREDIT EconomiIc POLICIES
HAVE ELIMINATED PROVINCIAL DEBT IN
ALBERTA AND BRITISH COLUMBIA

SOCIAL CREDIT HAS GIVEN 37 YEARS
OF CONTINUOUS SOUND GOVERNMENT
AND BUOYANT ECONOMY TO THESE
TWO WESTERN PROV/NCES.‘

SOC/AL CREDIT GOVERNMENT IN
OTTAWA WILL DO THE SAME FOR
CANADA !

SOCIAL CREDIT's PROVEN PERFORMANCE
AND EFFICIENCY WILL :
1. PROVIDE MORE BUYING POWER .
2. ENCOURAGE FREE ENTERPRISE.
3. ENABLE CANADA TO GROW STRONG.

PROGRESS WITH SOCIAL CREDIT

AND GET THINGS DONE




