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Robert Coates, former
Defence Minister in the
Mulroney government,
should never have gone
into a strip-tease night
club in- Germany. He
should have known bet-
ter; he is not that kind of a
person. But, he did, and
he paid a heavy price.

The President Pro Tem
of the M15515s1pp1 State
Senate is charged with
fraud, for misappropri-
ating millions of dollars of |
public money. He should |
have known better. Wi-
thout question he too will
pay a heavy price as the
' court passes judgment,

People who serve in
public office carry a re-
sponsibility which they
should understand before
they assume that office.
Some do - some don'’t.

In my work on the Pa-
role Board I consthntly
see poeple - young and
old - who run afoul of the
law. Most of them should
have known better, but
they did not. They pay a
price, and our prisons and
jails are full to over-
flowing.

Each individual, in high
office of lowly job, knows
right from wrong. Then
why do they do it? Ted
Byfield, publisher of Al-
berta Report has written
an article, which is short
and to the point, saying
what I believe, but ex-
pressing it better than I
could. Here it is: “If It's
}Nrong, Then Don’t Do
tit

“Polybius, a Greek his-
torian of the 2nd century
B.C. writes that when ad-
ministrators of the vigor-
ous young Roman repub-
lic began arriving in the
old Greek city states, the
inhabitants were amazed
at the simplicity of the
rules with which the Ro-
mans governed them-

|

selves. The Romans pre-

served a strict honesty on
the strength of nothing
more than the simple oath
they took before assuming
their duties. There were
no audits, no complex
accounting systms - har-
dly any rules of any kind
with which the Roman go-
vernor was required to
conform.

“According to the his-
torian, the Greeks had
| been piling one set of re-
gulations upon another to
try to enforce honesty

'upon their officialdom -

all of which were ineffec-
tive. As fast as rules could
be invented to control
corruption, the corrupt
found ways to evade
them.- All of this is in-

. structive to our current si-

,tuation. Day by day we

hear new demands for
new laws aimed at keep-

ing people honest because:

the laws we already have
aren’t doing it.
“We hear demands for

laws against pornography |
and hate literature, be- -

cause public repugnance
is no longer sufficient to
prevent their circulation.
We hear demands for re-
strictions on the powers of
parents because of the fai-
lure of parental respon-
sibility. We hear demands

for ever more elaborate’

controls of unemploy-
ment insurance because
of the ever-widening
abuse of its purpose. We
hear that our health-care,
system faces ruin because
so many people are cal-
ling the doctor when they
aren't really sick.

“We are doing exactly
what the Greeks did.
With rules and laws, we
are attempting to produce
standards of conduct
which would be far more
effectively accomplished
by the force of moral sua-

“sion. And as all the new
laws are enacted, further,

. and more complex legis- |

lationis required, because
the laws don’t work. Por-
nography and hate litera-
ture continue to circulate
because they cannot be
legally distinguished from-
acceptable literature;
cheating on medical and
unemployment insurance
becomes ever more ramp-
ant. Moreover, as the law
attempts to supplant old-
fashioned morality,
breaking the law becomes
less @nd less reprehensible
and more and more a
game.

“A recent incident illu-
strates the situation
neatly. A man, far from
retirement age, had sold a
business at a handsome
return and was casting
about to buy another.
‘You know,’ somebody
told him, ‘you qualify for
unemployment
insurance.” The man was
astounded: ‘I don’t need
‘unemployment :
Jinsurance,’ he replled
“After all, you paid for it;
.the government owesiit to
you,’ he was told. Where-
upon he applied, and soon
‘found himself waiting in
-line in a government of-

fice. ‘Suddenly,’ he said, ‘1
began to ask myself what
on earth I was doing
there? I was helping to
destroy this whole pro-
gram! So I left the line. I
just couldn’t stay there, It
was wrong’.

“Whatever withdrew
that man from the line is
what is vanishing from our
society; and our attempts
to replace it by more laws
with more inspectors, pol-
ice, bureaucrats and taxes
seem to be getting us
nowhere. We would be
far better served trying to
recover what we had be-

I
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fore - the kind of thing
' that pulled the man from
| the line. Yet you hardly
ever hear this mentioned.
Fhousands of people tell
us what should be made il-
legal hardly anyone tells

'us what should be consid-

.ered wrong.

| “We are trying to make
the law do something it
cannot ever do: it cannot
make us good. A law can
work only when some
form: of conduct is so
unacceptable to so many
people, and the whole so-
cial order is so threatened
by its commission, that
society bands together to
prevent its occurence.

But. thjs element of gen-
erdl disgust must come
before the law can work;
the law itself can never
create this attitude.

‘1’"5‘\nd until we correct
this situation, until we
find a _way of effectively
teach‘fng simple rules of
right and wrong, all our
efforts with legislation will

be in vain. One place to "

start, of course, would be
in the schools. But a far
more important place to
start is.with ourselves: If
it’-ﬂ' wrong, then don't do
i
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