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By DON SELLAR

[Herald Staff Writer]

EDMONTON — An inde-

group has taken the initial
steps toward formation of
a new federal
party based upon Premier

ative doctrine.

The Social Conservative
Society, incorporated re-
cently under the Alberta
Societies Act, now is in the
throes of developing a set
of naticnal public policies
 which, its members hope,
will: ‘

© Form the foundation for
the emergence of a. new political
parly, an answer to the per-
mier’s call for political realiga-
ment in Canada;

® Provide the vehicle by

: [which “conservatives” in Can-
i1ada could unite in 2 modern
| bolitics! orgamizaiion dedicated

to blending humanitarian ethics
with. reformed free-enterprise
ideals, and A :
& ‘Involve ia large segment of
Canadian voters who Social
Conservative Society members

| psay ‘are dizenchanied with the
‘| multi-party federal system and

who want a chance to involve

|themselves in national affairs.

OUTSIDE PARTY

of directors includes a mixture
of business men, professional

| {Social Credit party.

pendent, Edmonton - based |

Manning’s Social Conserv-

. The SCS, whose 15-man hoard

pecple and university person-|;
| inel, has sprung up outside the|
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-| premier’s 24-year-old son, Pres-

| father’s

political | intend to announce its existence
S <Ldl

| members include: Bill Johnson,

‘|May’s provincial. election: Don
Hamilton, a young Edmonton |
business man who is supervis- {
or of the Alberta Service Corps !

e

Its sudden and dramatic for-
mation is {he strongest reply
yei to Mr. Manning’s frequent
calls {or national political re-
censtruction, and SCS members
say privately they are hoping
to draw the 52-year-old premier
into their developmeni plans.

There already are strong con-
nections between the SCS and
Mr. Manning — the most ob-
vicus being the fact that the

ton, who did research for his
political realignment
hest-seller, is being invited to
join the SCS board of direct-
ors. :
FEW NAMES KNOWN

A list of directors is not avail-
able because the group doesn’t |

until next month, but other
an Edmonoion lawyer defeated

as a Social Credit candidate by
Tory Lou Hyndman in last

in the Alberta department of

parly, the Social Credit League
itself is going full steam shead
with separate plans for attain-
meni of the same cause, :

A Social Credit Leazue com-
mittee — including'  Premier
| Manning, two cabinet ' minist!

ers, league president Orvis Ken-
necy and three other Socreds
F=~ uoW is orgacizing the mod-
| ®rn, computer-orieniad Alberta
Social Conservative Associa-
tion as part of the Socred
party’s renewal program. :

The ASCA, formed st thel
League’s Edmonton convention|

last November, is_going to be;
a modern policy research and|
federal or provincial organiza.!
tion arm for the party.
MERGER POSSIBLE.

Mr. Kennedy says the crea-,
tion of this new Social Conser-
vative Society could result inj
a2 marriage bstween the two!
groups, because Alberta Soc-|
reds -support the same set of!
ideals now shared by both -the,
ECS and AS‘CA. e

He agrees with the- theory |
ithat this union could be an ef-,
ifective way of shilting Social |

s

youth; Erick Schmidt, 27-year-
cld University of Alberta
docloral candidate in sociology
who is co-ordinator of research
for the Alberta government’s
human resources program and
Owen Anderson, 23-year-oid U,
of A. political sciente graduate
sludent who is now a member
of the Alberta Advisory Council

| gram.

_inantly in the 25

in the human resources pro-

——

Both Mr. Anderson and Prest-
on Manning have -worked -for
the National Public Affairs Re-
search Foundation, an indepen-
dent research group which has
contributed to the Alberta gov-
ernment’s human resources
program. . . X

Other SCS directors, predom-
; -4Q age group, |
are said to include engineers,

- architects and ‘doctors.

"LEAGUE HAS FLANS 3

At the same time as these:
Social Conservatives are ar-
ranging financial support ne-
cessary to formation of ‘a pub-

' lic affairs or embryo -political
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iSocial Credit affiliation in its|

| Pclitical Realignment: A Chal-
i|leage to Thoughiful Canadians.

| Credit support to an outside |
jorganization which otherwise |
might be hampered by strong |

drive for realignment.
_ The common ideology —- four |
Social Conservative “ideals™
and twenty fundamental “prin-
ciples” — were laid down by
Fremier Manning in his book

The book, published Aug. 4
last year, has sold 30,060 copies
across Canada. no
One SCS director describes
a grovp of men primarily in-
teresied in acivating the bulk
of Canadians vho either have
dropped out of political involve-
ments or-.who - never before |
were aclive in palitics.

the new public affzirs bocy as |
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ALBERTA FIRST

Initially the SCS will operate
only in Alberta, . presumabiy
supporting eurrcnt Socred ef-
forts to field Social Conserv-
ative candidates in the next
federal election.

“We're ‘not a political party
-~ not yet.” says ene SCS dir-
ector, who claims cenventional
parties have committed them-
selves to 2

on political expediency than on
party principles and pclicy for-

|l mation.

Another member says the
Canadian public is tired of
leaders who feel they have:the
authority to set policy without
paying heed to desires of party
members or to the fact they

i thave no expertise whatsoever |

in most policy fields.: “The
Canadian public has developed
a sheep -complex,” he says.
POLICY -STUDY

The SCS is hoping to draw
members in two categories.
The first would consist of per-
sons interested in carrying out
basic policy research and orga-

tnizational work. The board of

directors thus far has delineat-

ed 150 federal policy areas.for ;

study.

The second category of
membership would be for per-
sons desiring ‘‘associate” stat-
us, ‘those whe would pay 81 a
year_for a membership card
which would - correspond to
memberships sold by existing
political parties.

One of the main SCS aims is
to involve Canadians — regard-
less of educational background
or_abilities — in polities.

Everyone has talent which
could be useful to building a
modern political crganization,
says one SCS spokesman, and
the SCS is prepared to give nec-
essary training to persons who
feel they want to be active in
politics but who feel they are
hampered by lack of edueation.

The SCS 1s known to be for-
mulating a public . awareness
campdigry. as a method of at-
tracting,. thembers, but no tar-
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course of action!|
which places a higher priority

{get dateifor this program has




