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BACK TO THE BIBLE HOUR

CONDUCTED BY THE HONOURABLE ERNEST C. MANNING

BOX 350, EDMONTON, ALBERTA, CANADA

RITSER TREE AL EG/E T SAISADRY 'l IE R PRILTITE 4T

February 22nd, 1956.

Mr. Cyril Hutchinson,
462 - 28th Avenue N.W.,
Calgary, Alberta.

Dear Cyril:

I cannot tell you how much I appreciated your
kind letter of sympathy in the loss we sustained
through the recent death of my father. Dad was a
dear Saint of God and though we will miss him sorely,
his homegoing was a great day for him and in that
knowledge we rejoice while we wait to meet him again
in the morning. Because you have known the same
experience you will understand how we feel and how
heaven has for us been brought a little nearer to
this earth.

I have delayed writing you sooner in response
to your kind letter because I have been giving much
prayerful thought to a situation about which I am
greatly burdened and which I am sure must give you
equal concern.

For a long time I have felt that there surely
must be some way to re-establish a bond of Christian
fellowship between those of us who in years gone by
worked closely together in the Lord's service but
who have become separated by schisms most grievous
to the Holy Spirit. We all know such schisms are
not the will of God for His children and it is my
conviction that in these last hours of Grace the time
has come when all of us concerned, in humble
submission to His will and exhortations, should act
to correct the existing situation without further
delay. I have a definite inward feeling that you
must share this conviction which is why I am writing
this letter, freely and from a full heart.

Please make all contributions payable to “Canapa’s NaTionaL Back o THE BmsLE Houg,” Box 350, Edmonton.
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It is but one more evidence of His inexpressable grace
that God makes even the shortcomings and follies of His
children to work together for good to bring to pass His
all-wise purposes and to direct us into the paths he would
have us take. This has, I believe, been demonstrated in the
trends and developments that seem to have characterized our
respective efforts in His service these past few years.

From reports that have come to me, and in which I rejoice,
I believe God has singularly blessed your ministry in the field
of your Bible College work. He has blessed Bill Laing in the
Church field and he has done the same for us in the field of
the Radio ministry. Efforts in other fields, as far as the
Institute is concerned have met with very limited success.
Perhaps you have had similar experiences. Maybe it needed the
heartaches we all have suffered to adjust us into the specific
spheres in which God wanted and intended us to be.

Here in Edmonton a comparable pattern has unfolded. Our
Church work under Rev. Erickson is being richly blessed. The
group that separated and established the Bethlehem Church
apparently has made only limited progress as a Church but has
been blessed abundantly in their Sunday School ministry in a
district of the city where the need was great. Recently, as
you no doubt know, the two groups here have been re-united in
fellowship. At a recent fellowship dinner it was a blessed
thing to see and hear men and women who had enjoyed no fellow-
ship with each other for years stand together once more and
sing "Blest be the tie that binds". I believe a new era of
blessing has begun for both.

The thought and hope uppermost in my mind is - why should
not this spirit of reconciliation and bond offellowship extend
to and envelope all of us who at heart are bound together by
our mutual belief in the same doctrines and unqualified accept-
ance of the King James Bible as the divinely inspired and super-
naturally preserved infallible Word of God. I'm sure we both
agree that the Scriptures emphasize that schism in the body of
Christ is one of the greatest and most serious hindrances to the
Holy Spirit's work. To permit this cause of great grief to Him
to continue to exist if it possibly can be removed is wrong and
inconsistent with what we know and acknowledge to be God's will.,
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The seriousness of the present situation is underscored
further by the fact that time is fast running out. Every hour
of Grace that remains should be made to count in an all out
effort to reach the unsaved at home and abroad before it's
forever too late. Divided our efforts always will be less
effective than if we were united in that bond of Christian
love and fellowship which the Holy Spirit honors and which we
know should exist between members of the mystical body of
Christ. My plea is that we take the steps necessary to bring
this about without further delay.

God has given us a vast radio audience and an army of
prayer warriors across this entire nation and beyond. He has
given you entry into mission fields at home and abroad and a
Training Centre from which good soldiers of Jesus Christ can
be sent forth wherever God directs, trained in the Word and
empowered by the Holy Spirit.

I would like to see the Institute's Bible School incorporated
into your College and its facilities used to enlarge your work
in that field. I would like to throw the full weight of our
radio ministry behind your efforts at home and abroad. I would
like to see the Churches in Calgary and Edmonton which share
the same faith and doctrines united in a bond of fellowship with
each other, with your College work and with our radio ministry
that the particular work and testimony of each would be strengthened
and sustained by the Christian love and prayers of all. The
Radio Sunday School Mission and the local Sunday Schools etc.
would round out a comprehensive over-all Christian testimony
unparalleled anywhere in this country today and one through
which God could work and I believe would work to perform
miracles beyond anything we have known thus far.

Could it be that God through the fires of dissension has
forged and tempered the living pieces which now are ready to be
fitly joined together into a living temple that will stand for
the rest of time perfect and complete in all the will of God.
1 come back to my question. Why should it not be so? I for
one am willing and anxious to do anything and everything I can
to bring it to pass without further delay. If God has led you
to share the same desire, it is reasonable to assume he has
done likewise with others and if we can give leadership in
resolving this problem we may be surprised how well he has
prepared the way.
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After much prayerful thought I felt the first step within
my power was to tell you my feelings and invite you to do like-
wise if you share my concern which I feel certain you do. My
prayer while awaiting your reply is simply this, "May God's
good and perfect will be done."

Muriel joins me in wishing for you and Ruth His richest

blessing in your own lives and on all your labours for His
Beloved Son.

Yours in Him,

i
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Premier E, €, Manuing,
Perliarnet Hulldiugs;
Cdronton, Alts,

Dear Frmoset, .

t is poirng to be Qifflcult imdesd to properly smpress the feelimgs
that wels nine sg I received your iebbter, £illed as I lxow it is with au
Cexpression of genuine Christian desire fov cuw z'emmﬁ aé recbored fellow-
ihip in the Lord. Let me sgsure you eb cztey Jear brother, thot there is
litiie on ui.:‘.c aari:h thot I fesire nore “hon 10 fee this bedomg o roailidy
et crce, /nd I feel that, in our hecris,; this Is elresdy sccomplishod,

~ s

Thenl: Sod fc:r t}-is tlegsed novimg of Tls Ppirit upcz all of uel

7 |-t
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L veot b sey 1itile about thie matber witil perhape We are oble
o mwsot persopellyy i c.r it will *rebaﬁfﬁ, e bveet thel core siradlersouas
BILTIGED Ebiﬂ.‘t o declearation eghould bo srranged, I have hc,u ea"far, tal ed
Droee Laings (ornelil m{. ;a:iﬁgﬁs.!Cu“ inte my confidemce, I on afreld I vae
quita mmable 4o keor the good mews frow demd Velly we awl m;a‘ n fow

heartfslit tesrs of joy spd thenks gﬁvd,g, ng weo kmew tkle is of Goda
L]

!r

1owant b esy littls sheut the pasts Thews are things we both MTST
simply forgst, I hawve endewvourcd to do thet for » long time, and I am
thewkiul that the Lerd mekes this possible, We have both had tc go through
goms desp waters, T am mure, snd we Lave had herd lessons to learn, T an
sure that God hes worked this to Iis glory, splitting us into our varicus
spheres of ccrvise for Ilim, and at the same time beaching us lesgoms of
humility and utter dependance om His help,.

‘e neve rejeised over the movenent in Edmordon, between the groups
thares nd also over the growing fellowshin hore in lalgary. T bel favo
e zre on the verge of great things =28 we seek to plewvis fGod,

Now the exbtant of ypractical cooperatina will mo doumbt be worled outb
bit by blbs as we find out how our respective works con help oach other,
b led us sesk a full restoreation of fellowship at once, T feel that our
lotiors will accomplish e great deal, but T would like ho dovelon with you
- gome plan whereby we cen make this as inclusive as possible, end as p.ﬁuic
25 im necessary, To this end I would suggest that we meet together for
a hesrt~to-heart talk as soon as possible, I know you are in the midst
of & busy sessiom, I am busy et the ¢closimg end of Bible Scheol, Yet I




would so aweh Iike 40 meed with you for o 1it4lc while, Could I leaws ihie with
you for a suggested Yire wnd place® Perlaps I sould beler come 4o Yducnhon then
you coudd get domn Yo Calgary, I shall be perfectly Willing for thiz, if aome
svailables time ¢sm be arraunged. An oveniag during the wesk is bagt,

"hat can.I say mere? Ws lowe you in the Lond, Frnesh, ond heve often
prayec for you when we folh your times of noed, This ia the eighth year since
the inrk days of 1948, May it be for us indeed the yesr of "now beginning™}
I an gincerely lookings forvard 4o meeting you agpis, in the bonds of Christian
fellowship, wnd the renewing of that glad friendship of years gome by,
"Beheld, how good and how pleasant it ir Por hrothren to dwell together in wnity”,
Theni God for whis wonderswl prospect sgaing

Plesse glve to Muriel +the bset wishes of beth Ruth md mysels, ard
rest wssured that wo ehall pray dey by day Por ell %he testirony God has given
you eernss this lend, TRy Fe help wr to wmiftedly sarvy *’% precisus Tord of
Life 1o every creature.

Yours hecauvse Eisg,

W,.‘fHer\ G\’ G’f h\ “b\“’ci\ lhﬂs ov)




Rl

Westerlea Farm,

Box 317,

Edmonton, Alberta,
lay 21, 1956,

Dear Ruth,

Ever since the restoration of fellowship
between Ernest and Cyril I hove intended writing
you but just haven't gotten around to it, I
hz hoped 2lso to greet Cyril personally when
he visited the Church here with his slides,
but had to leave the meeting early to pnick up
Ernest at the airport that evening,

However I did not want to let any further
time go by without letting you both know how
happy I am that through God's good grace we are
agzin united in His service,

We have 21l been through much in the last
few years - you in your sphere of full time
Christisn ministry - and we in the realm of the
Christian layman, But no matter whot the sphere,
Christian living is no picnic today and nothing
seems quite as important =s the preservation
of the unity of the szints that maximum effort
may be put forth for our Lord,
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So often, Ruth, during the time of the
personal attacks on our Christian testimony
during the last election I have wished that
Ernest and Cyril could have knelt together
in Christian love - to ask God that no dishonor
be brought upon His name, no matter what happened
to us personally, Satan robbed us of a very
precious source of strength at that time, when he
made that temporarily impossible, I am so glad
that period is over and we both pray that nothing
shall ever again be zble to disrupt our fellowship -

- in the Lord, WNew found Tfriends in the fzith are

wonderful but no one can tzke the place of the old,
We are looking forward to seeing you both
before too long, Tell Cyril the next time he
comes to Edmonton to bring you along, We would
love to have you as our guests in our home, Also
I would like Ernest to see the slides on Palestine
T am sure they would be a real blessing to him
as they were to me,

.

Yours in Christian love,

P9y
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