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/’,;‘Real joy see you men; women welco 16.%6 Cars i:‘é"\%'ﬁ'fél
Appres. priv. given to fellowshlp..fpend this 99 Mulnutes\yith,

ef Goquainted. Whap Carstairs people like? 42

ér looking than Cgdlg. folk..but otherwise much)

the same. Ev'where go find kinds. Illus:~ "I'm a little
buttercup”. .Drunk.."I'm & tle gutterpup”. /Both here? me
Which Admire most? Best clilzens? Trust? Want in homefamiin
¥.-C. Sweeping world-today..meke hore buttercups..less gé%j
pups. Jfoung men, women clean, wholesome, pure..save from ",;;"'"’\
some of foul ditches, gutters evil powers dug, slimed. *mr:tbff,
2, To illus. what mean,.want tell 5 simple things about one di
most famous men of his day. In reign of Ben-Hadad II about
840 B.C..Syrie. Simply known to us as "Naaman the Syrien®.
Christ Himself thought worthy of mote..named Luke 4:27.
Remarkable story of career in II, Kings 5. Plck out highlight
(a). "Nesmen was & greet man", Captain in rank. Honourable :
mention. Mighty in velowr.."V.C." awarded ~men upon ;

. which confliet for Sria's indep, pivotedl"(‘%* of glory..fame
{(b). But second fact..vs 1. "He was a leper®. A great man,.

_bv* & leper! Serious defect. Somewhere pilcked wp foul,

- i1 able, horrible disease. One day found. .wife..doctor..

' How heart sank! Hopless, helpless, doomed..carger rulned.
You know..that is story of markind., Adam wag great man..

- glorious ph¥syche..owned world..but one day contracted that
awful spiritual disease..SIN..plagued world ever since..

 incurable from human viewpoint. .dooming. the soul of ev. man.

. Ven mey be great todaey..rothing wrong, with that..but ev, man

 is sinner..marred, stained, soiled,. spolled, - 7o ¢ (Fe et |

' So we read those searching questions..Job. 14:4 "Who can ~°*

. bring a clean thing out of an unclean?" Job 25:, ™"How can a |
man be justified with God? How can he be clean that is born

" of a women?' Ps. 119:9 "Wiwrewithel shall a young ran cleanse

. his way?" Prob. N, faced in physical..leprosy..is ev. man's
prob, in spirituel..SIN. Ps. 24:4{. "™Who shall ascend into the
hill of the Lord? who shall stand in His holy place? He that
heth clean hands and & pure heartf, /0. a0 XN
(¢~ Third fact..vs 11. "Naaman was wroth",  Why? Been sent
to yrophet Elisha,.told washin Jordan 7 times. Angry! "Behol
I thought". BHad own idea how get clean. Angryl Not want do
it that way. Some today angry when God tells how get clean,
Have own ideas how get rid of sin..Chuwrch, priest, creed,
reform} baptized, catechized..turn from truth..engry. You? -
{(d). Fowrth fact..vs 14.. BHe was obedient! Crand part of
story! Wise servant..advised kindly. DNeamen sald:- "Too
eagy". Servant:- "Eut if right..wise thing to obey lmplisitly
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So Nesman did what God told him to..Just that..No more, less.
THAT WAS FAITH! Willing abancon all..lean only on God's Word
And God hasn't changed. He asks every man, wommn do that.
(e). Fifth and last..blessed word..Vs 14.."HE WAS CLEAN",
every trace of disease laf‘t..whole..perfect.fﬁcceptableu.."'
Not because did something.to esrn, buy, merit..He simpl
obeyed voice of God..Sure result was fulfill of what prom.
When Cod promiees..THAT CANNOT FAIL OF FULFILIMENT!

3. Now let me complete that pleture of humanity as drawn -

in 1life story this men. He was great..sc men is God's great
handiwork. He was a leper..so men have sinned, and that sin
working spirituel death, doom. He was wroth..so men seek -
some way of own out of prob. of sin, angry so often..He was
obedient..so untold millions chosen obey God's Word, found
God able, willing to eleanse from &ll sin. He was clean.,.
How men be cleansed from sin? Here is another leper.. 1
Matt. 832, "lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. |
And Jesus put forth his hand and touched him, saying, I will,
be thou clean", Jesus Clrist made lepers clean. That same
Christ can mske the sinner clean..I., John 1:7. "The Blood

of Jesus Christ, CGod's Son, cleangeth us from all sin,”
His death on Calvery atoned..Hie blood paid sin¥*price... ...
4o This is most personsl story. Ioung man, woman..this is
your story. How far have. you May be great, at least
potentially..You have sinned. &"ﬁm‘t you know, more thet
you don't know, but that God does?” NOW, you heve heard Word
of God..way of cleansing..by blood of Christ..John 3:16..
Stand st declslion point..Which? Angry..or Obedient?

Does devil tempt. tonight to twrn away, as Naamen?- -Let me
take servant's place..advise you do just what God says..no ;
more, no less. Take God at Word. Claim His unfalling promlse
to wipe out every sin-stein..make His child..cleanse from aJ.l
gin} John 5:24. How ma.mr"? Tllus:= Who does God love..
Rom. 3:12....Rom. 5 8 )
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" What about X'ns? Godl!s ¢ ..ou‘b and out for X%Live for
Him..Face issue of li/fe/ ght. HNoaman went (‘71 to serve..
F:lll in..Phil 1:21. MNotclas - 04 7/
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