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‘WwW%NiIAh’ but we have not seen

o The iy ot el Bocholer
(1). "And Moses Was Content."”

2o —Eewt-—runusned=f-or-me .
Introd:= (1), Let me begin today with the words wfitten
about a Backslider, One of most vivid examples in Scripe
His pame? If ever ask Jewish people the name of greatest

man who ever lived..what think most of them reply?

Not Jesus. Illus:- Dr, Hansing  discovered a way to
inject amtMesthetie into certain spot on spinal cotumn..
that relieves at once pain of childbirth. Dealing with
Negpp lady in great pein..calling on Jesus to help her.

Dr M .tried ¢alm her, while Jewish assistan{j‘ppreparing to

insert needle in delicate spot.."We are all on same teem.

And Jesus will help you." Jewish Dr. muttered.."This is
first time I've been on same team as Jesus,"

el

Jew wd, prob. not name Abraham as greatest..but MCSES.

Wrote lst five books..containing all Law and Cerfonies .«
Read through in synegogues once each year.,Rosh Haghana,.
Mighty Lewgiver of God..the great man of Jewish thoughti
2. But about him,.I want read words thatﬁ)nce utterly

meesire of a man ever written..and amazingly WRITTEN BY
HIMSELF ABOUT ‘HIP:IS_EIF..und% direction of Spirit of God.

How you like to write absoltauthobiography at God's dictat

THIS IS WHAT WAS WRITTEN:- "AND MOSES WAS CONTENT .*

condemned him a s backslider..the most dreadful, devastatir

(c). Was that an anticlimax? Bxpecting something diff...

some great, glaring sin? Does this sound inoccuous . .even

frlike a compliment? Doesn't God tell men to be content?
we 3 the context yet..the circumstance
$7eunder which Moses WAS content..and that makes all diff,
. When we do..and und, what those circum, were..this text

s /

will stagger us with its iqg_gjﬂ_g}mil“ngy.qations. And per.
carry convicting power of H.S. re our c ontenvments .

I. BRegin to read the story of this man..at Exod.2:21,
Ta). And to pick up story..ask femiliar ques ..Who..where
. .why..what doing . .when? 1. WHQ? The chosen one of God
given the task of deTivering Israel from Lgypt. And he
knew it! Acts 7:23-25, "When he was full 40 years old,

v

it ceme into his heart to visit his brethren the children,

of Israel. And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he def =

endéd him, and avenged him that was oppressed, and smote

the Egyptian: FOR HE SUPPOSED his brethren would have
understood how that God by his hand whuld deliver them:

but they understood not." But at once we see€ Moses unde

CALLED OF GOD..TO SPECIFIC TASK OF DELIVERING PEOPLE,**%*

2. WEBRE? This men..such & man..called man..{ 3:1) "The

backside of the degert." Which was backslide of ifosesS.




Jeremiah once said this: (Jer.9:2) "Ch that I had in the
‘wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring men; that I might
leave my people, and go from them!" He wanted to retire
from the ministry..and run a motel on a desert hggﬂwgv.
nObEﬁ_ﬁQHNU HIS UUTEL..aan from where the action was.
- 3. HWHE? Story plain..Exods 2:13-15.."And when he went out
tho 2nd day (after killing the Egyptian and hiding his body
in the sand) behold, two men of the Hebrews strove togethe:
and he said to him that did the wrong, Wherefore smitest
thou thy fellow? And he sadd, Who made thee a prince and
a judge over US? intendest thou to kill me, as thou kill-
edst the Egyptian? And Moses FEARED, and said, Surely this
thing is known. Now when Phhraoh heard this thing, he
sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of
Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of lMidian, and sat down."
Moses ran to save own skin..to find security for self..
and left God's task for ‘THAT. And this Todav is a favourite
"ehy " of the “backslider.
L, WHAT-DOING? Story goes on..Bxod. 2:16-21, 3:la, (Read).
bomewhat amuging..as far as Jethro is concerned. Daphters
‘Came hole early from well. Asked., ™A man helped us®,
"WHERE IS HE? WHY HAVE YOU LEFT HIM? HMEN DON'T GROW ON
- BUSHES. GET HIM! " You see, he had 7 daughters..and here
they had let a man get away! Father greatly concerned!
“Call him". And sure enough..Jethro married one of his
girls to this man Moses..AND THE TRAINED, EDUCATED FUTURE
RULER OF EGYPL..PRINCE OF THE COURT..tandad flock of sheep.
Anvthlng wronp wlth bolng a she herdf NC. Honest occup.

GOD HAD LALLBD TD BE E A KlNGI Unleﬁs & man is his BEST

for Gtod..he is in backslidden condition.  "And loses

was gontent™. ARE WE?T

5¢ WHEN? May the answer to this question shock and disturi
all of us! Here is reason for lMoses' contentment, being

a backslidden state..lxod. Zxf 2:23=25. "The children of
Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried,

and their cry came up to God by reason of the bondage.

And God heard their FROANING..B 7 "ind the Lord said,

~ heard their cry. I know W their SOTTOHS-" AND hOSEb WAS

CONTENT. Isn't it now unmistakeably plain? And have you

EEE?G any groaning today..of lost men..of discouraged

X'mst Do we face apostasy that is daming souls of men..

ind do we sit CONTENTED? This was mighty comnlaint of

the sycamore prophet..Amos.% :3=64 Do we need this rebuke?
(read

r—




ﬁII. How we do well to try learn how God broke contentment.
(a). And, belleve, me, this has very modern flavour,
-HOW CAN OUR SLEEFY, CONTENTEL X'NTY..OUR DROWSY DEACONS..

OUR CHEERFUL CHARLIE LEEEQHES..BEURIUUEN BELIEVERS . ,be
atirlpd red for God? There are indeed ways before us that we
ought to have trodden and that we have not yet tridden..
How can theﬂlgymen and playmen of the church be roused

to live as mighty influences for God in modern world?

(b)s I have an answer. 1T TAKRES A MIRACLE! Maybe you
don't like that. But I tell you from long experience..it
DOES. Try stirring young people in B. Sch..by teaching,
exhorting, difciplining, ﬁencouraging, arguing, exemplify-
ing..and see_some rpspond and some still dead and dull.,
%NLY A MIRACLE MOV MOVING OF GOD CAN DOD IT. “See what God did
/to lMoses..to shake his contentment all to PlecesS...

Exods 33l-6. (read)s Like the fire that fell at at Pentecost
to empower the waiting dlsciples..so _that burnin: bush
denoted the presence and power of the Sm.rit of God.

baptism of the olg_Ghost..to ghake us out of our evil
contentments! {nd by that I DO NOT mean necessarily a
speaking in tongues. If God gives a man that facility or
gift, and it does him some spiritual good, well and good.
_But the teaching that a man MUST speak in tongues in -
order to have the Holy Ghost is not in my reading of the
Book) BUT WE DO NEED THE MIRACLE TOUCH OF THE SPIRTT OF
G@...and with that the disturbing and burden it brings.

I know..men todav try ‘to explain away the supernatural.
Illus:~ Preacher on TV panel..4 atheists.."Red Sea miracle’

\ ( (c)e« Is day of miracles past? Believe in miracles?

TIW Yes, Monly 4" of water®.."Hallelujah..Praise the

ﬁ Lord",,"Why say thatt" "Miracle..drowned Fharaoh and all

host in 4% of water." Jwn, Aet's dare ask God for miracle
that will £ill with zeal..“Zellou"..ffira"..Burn for G o
God FUmDBKEES...and Noses was AFRAID, Strange?/ﬂu />
e e gt Ligs DO
IIT. I think that right here we often flounder & hesitate.
(a)e Why did not Israel go into Prom. Land under Moses?
AFRAID. Too much opposition. So Moses feared..and offered
God five diff. excuses. Just name..you read laters
INSlGNIFILANLh..IGNORANCE..INbUPFICIENCY..INARFICULAPION..
?lNADEQUACY....If I ask God stir me from contentments by
His Spirit..how will I tread this unknown way aright? Fea;

A ityiemren it St i —u P

(b). Now what God did for Moses..certainly he can do for

us. Time forbids our reading of all the 1ife of this man

..but evident God made him a man of PRAYER..PRAISE..FROMIS’
‘ - —— Ne—— o—— m




"~ Secondly:~ He gave lioses three precious possessionS.
5e Presence..3:12.."ertainly I will be with thee®. Claix

. Tis Name..3:14 "Thus shalt thou say unto the children of

- Israel, I AM hath sent me'xo you." And we have the NAME!
His Mouth...eloquence..words..#'1° T will be with thy
mouth." Can we trust our God for this today? Witness!
Thirdly:- He gave Moses three great privileges..that are
always the sign of a man whose contentment has been rockec

~ and smashed by the Holy Ghoste..
Exod. 432-4 (read). Power to petrify the serpemt. At
first Moses fled..but later hefaced the serpent. God say:
to us "Resist the devil, and HE will FLEE from you"..He
is vulnerable to faith! Let's have a running devill
Exode 436-7. Power to get rid of defilement..uncleanlines:
¥[f we confess our sin, he is faithful and just to ftrgive
our sin, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. "
Bxod. 4:9 Power to draw water from river of God's Word..
pour it out on dry and thirsty: souls about us, and see
new life spring upe.

Conclus:_ 1. What a glorious prospect(ﬂaaé&9?ﬂ s
Ry wﬁ‘havo4nﬁt‘yot=gﬁnel WHO_TREADS SUCH A PATH?
. _WHO HERE DARE BE CONTENT WITH LESS THAN THIS WHEN A LOST
“WORLD IS ALL ABOUT US?..AND AS APCSTASY STALKS ABROADT
May I go back to the history of " Paul..and one of his
great confessions. In Romans 1:1 he begins his signatura
like this: "Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ." For "servani
he chose the Greak “word 'Uoulos".."a slave."
~iot "THE slave™. ..There were and are “others.

ind 4 slave in Paul's day did not have the rights of a
dog. There was no SFCA for dogs..nor SPCS fog slaves.
“He was utterly the property of his s master..fo¥ life or
death. And Paul trod the path of 1ife.,the SLAVE CF
JESUS CHRIST..and found his only_ contentment in doing

the hastbb's will. .

2, Am I less than that? Less than what I could be for G

Am I eontent with it? Men, will you pray with me..
WLord LIGHT A FIRE™..in my soul. Make me wholly Thine,
T pray. Fill me with Thy Spirit. Let me tread this un-
known year as Thy slave.

I quote amein Amy Carmichael of India...'Let me not

sink to be a clod, Make me Thy fuel, Flame of God."
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