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A Tum . 3.0-12
(1). "iving for Jesus..0 HOW TCUGH|"

Intreds~ (1). Listen to this subject..TOPIC. IS IT?
How you find it? We sing "0 how sweet"..Or does it go
sour sometimes? What about workaday world? Business?
On farm? Losses? Opposed by evil men..ears assailed by
blasphemy, dirt..tempted by demons, devils..oppressed..?
(2)e I think we will do better to face facts. Living for
Jesus is like exper. of both Ezekiel and John..as told to
eat the book..'"ITn my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as
I had eaten it, my belly was bitter." Bitter sweet!
SWﬂPt pxpprlpnces..of sins forgiven..load of guilt gone..
conscious of home in heaven..fellowship here on earth
with people of God..nourishment of Word of Goda... '
BUT sometimes it's @ tough life..living in ungodly world.
I spent years in work-a-day world..like many of you...
Thankful for experience..but I KNOW IT IS SOMETIMES TOUGH.
How do you men live in it? How did I? How can we best..?

I. Today I want propose diff. session..not a sermon..but
free and easy Bible discussion.

(a)s I know some laymen who get browned off bec. in churck

have to listen to pulpit monologue..and would like bhit

of dialogue..a talk-back system. Often impractible..

but let's try it here..see where get to.

(b), Follow with own Rible..Daniel ls vs. by vs. for while
Let me read a vs..then supgest question or two.

v5.Lls What FIRST thing learned? A DATE!..in history.
What date? Begin of captiv. of Judah to Babylon. lst

yr. of Nebuched..(Jer. 25:1). For how long? 70 yrs.

(Jer.29:10), Why? Bec. failed 70 times to keep sabbatice
vear..let land rest..(II Chron.36:2l). Immed. we see
setting of Bk. of Dan..A godly man in an evil world..70 yi
Stery begins here with confrontation bet. two rulers..
(e¢). Vow vs. 2. What see here? First, sovereiegnty of God,
What basic reason God did this? APOSTASY. Yes, man had
free will..and chose to stray from God. Then God moved..
to work out His will. What else in this vs? Temple
vessels.. "part". .not Ark of Cov...???...What Neb., do with
them? Why? Although wicked, violent man..recog. s@eredne
of some things..lot like Belshazzar and sacriligeous feast
NOW AT ONCE SEE THAT ISSUES OF THIS BOOK WILL BE RELIGIOUS
Apparent triumph of falsity over right. c/f today's world
How can a man live in a tough world like that? Daniel?

II. Want to refer to 5 illus, in this book..principles...
(a). Try make brief. FIRST:~ Daniel in the university
of Babylon. vse 3~5. 0.K. Good &duec..But what Neb.




really trying to do? Make into Chaldeans! vs, 7 New names!
AND THIS EVIL WORLD TRIES THAT CONSTANTLY..Absorb..decavert!
But Daniel faced deeper issue. Matter of food. No Kosher.
per. pork..God's WORD plain. What do? vs.8..now the glory of
vs. 9 "But Daniel..Now God." And God honoured..vs.l7...& Zl.
Fipst principle of how to live in tough world..OBEY THE WORD
OF GD NO MATTER WHAT..sspecially in matter of SEPARATION

Nev, mind what happens. God will take care of that.

(b). SECOND:- Story of other three men..Hananish, Mbshael,

and Azarizh. chap, 3. Well known. Great image of gold set up
as symbol of Bab, solidarity..unity..All called to swear
patriotic loyalty. BUT vs.l6-18. Again loyalty to Word of
God...but more involved this time. Personal security at stake.
Big word .of our day..SFCURITY. for self. And too often men
will go with erowd to obtain it. This was a turning from
idolatry..the worship of something less than God Himself .

And in N.T..Col. 325/ Wovebousness which is idolatry"/

These men laid 211 on line for God., How much do we?

(¢). Third principle..also religious matter..chaps. 2 and L,
Neb. had 2 dream..mysteriously he forgot it..yet knew important
Wise men failed. BUL Daniel, given gift by God..undertook

+0 declare meaning..and did. Chap. 4 Neb. dreamed again..
rmemgbered it, but féund no interpret. untilZ Daniel came
..interpreted. Now note two things. 2:28a, 302 What cha. /7
Mow 4319 What here? Here is great principle of living in
tough world..WITNESS TO THE TRUTH..BUT DO IT WITH EVIDENT
HUMILITY AND DEEP COMPASSION. WNo cold, hard orthedoxy..with
boast of how much know.

(d). T take FOURTH from chap. 5. And this is not easy one.
Relshazzar made feast..wine, women, song..and sacrilege,
Temrile vessels brought..to drink in..to pods of gold, silver,
brass, iron, wood, stone, Fingers appeard..wrote by "eandl esti
"ifene, mene,tekel uvharsin®..Unknown lang. And again Dan.

rame to declare Word of God..BUT THIS TIME dt was message of
doom.. v8.25-28..and came to pass. vs.30. That's 2 really
touch assignment! FRver face it? Tell a man he's going to hell
%7 Sirmmer. Under wrath of God..Doomed..T.ost??? MUST BE DONE
(e}s I come to FIFTH..chap., 6. Dan. in lion's den. Why?

RBec. of politiecal plot apainst him..or rather relig. vlot to
get rid of him as political ruler..president. No prayer

to anyone except King..30 days. "King plays God for month*.
What do? Save up 21l prayer requests? Why not? You?

Dan. never wavered..vs.l0 What a character here described!
"rraved and gave THANKS"™. Refused be unthankful to God for
mth! This was UNCOMPROMISING FAITHFULNESS..plus PRAYER LIFE.




Concluss~- Now coms back to where beran.

How can a ¥'m man live successfully..effectively..scdly

in tough world of sin, evil?

I commend to you these 5 things:-

LIVE TRUE TO THE BOOK..know it..follow it no matter what,

and espec. in its coll to live a separsted 1ife..from evil

REFUSE TO WORSHIP ANYTHING BUT GOD..noteven self-security
. snendine 1ife in covetmisness for sel1f.

WI'T'NESS TO THE TF{UTu oF GOF)'S ‘-IOH)..HUMBLY LWITH COMPASSIC

‘PP’T.I TT A ITVIS..ﬂ'ﬁ‘N “THR RAD NVWS..tO warn 211 men.

LlVE AN UNCONPROMISING LIF'F‘ IN DRAYFR TO GOD AT.ONE.

Daniel did it. And God never failed him.

Tha old Sun. School song said it 1r~'|,1¢ didn't it?

"Mare to be a Daniel, Dare to stand alone. Dare to have
a murpose firm. And dapre to make it lmow'".

God pive us Daniels..vho will live for God in these last
dark, tough days. "BE STRONG AND OF A GO COU_RAGE™.
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