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LORD OF
"PHE CLOSED SOCIETY".

Introd:- (1). Picture with me..dark night..muffled figure
slipping from shadow to shadow. .to heavy, closed door..
Knocg..again...finally panel slides back from peep-hole..
__eye appears..Man at door asked sdmission. WILL HE GET IN?
“That will depend on whether or not bome fide member of
—~that CLOSED SOCIETY..the select few who have shut selves in,
(2). Heresdr=-my—hand-rexsmple of closed society. Good one.
"oreation Research Society". (quote from back page) .
Hundreds of top scientists. Bd. of Dikectors 10 PhDs.
Few here qualify to get in. Purposely closed group that it
might present top scientific witness for Jesus Christ..Bible
(3) Many other closed g ocieties..for cooperative efforts.
Knights of Columbus . .Masons ..0ddfellows...and all the animal
varieties..Moose, Elks, Lions etc. You arein or out !
A Dr. wanted make Lion out of me..but felt I didn't fii&‘ 3
being married to a DEAR!..and family of one KID. (Buck o 5 )
Others for professional interchange of ideas and maintenanct
of ethical standards...DOCTORS..LAWYEBR..MINISTERS..CBMG..
GIDEONS. Qualif. necessary for each (Ministers..Laymen).
Closed societies..for better and some for worsel

N
T. Now at once it is clear we need some closed societies,
(a). The communistic philosophy does not..will not..cannot
meet inmost needs of human ego..personality..psycha.
NATIONS close their borders..control influx..for preserv.
of health, standards of living, form of gov't. Some oub.
CHURCHES build doctrinal doors..to maintain purity of
belief..warship. Otherwise how eagily ungodly take over..

o - ¢ .f seminaries..whole denominations. c/T Berean Board.\%.s

—— FAMILIES maintain home..lock doors. No hoodlum allowed in
To preserve quiet, peace, love, relationships. (ot
OURSELVES maintain this, Inner man where emotions SUrge..
—5itions murtured..beliefs settled. We Bhare or not . %
(b), All these NEEDED. Yo and I must have a closed place
somewhere..for our strength and renewal, .Church..Home..
private closet.,"When thou hast shut the door." IMPERATIVE

__ This is the "quiet Time"..the "Secret Place of the Most
' High". This world drains gpiritual life, vigour away.

Our Lord Jesus perceived that "yirtue ad gone out of him"
when a woman touched His garment. So He withdrew..prayed
..often all night. That was His "dosed society'..Alone
with God. Ev. one of us..in our sphere,.must find this.
Vance Havner.."Jesus said "Come ye apart and rest awhile".
If you don't, you will just come apart.," True.
T1lus :- Card in pocket.."Beware of the Baetmess of a
Busiyw Life". " ok, | Mve ST THE Dok’
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LORD I HAVE SHUT THE D OOR.

Lord, I have shut the door, Speak now the word
Which in the din and throng could not be heard;
Hushed now my inner heart, whisper Thy will,
While I have come apart, while all is still

Lord, I have shut the door, Here do I bow;
Speak, for my soul attent turns to Thee now.
Rebuke Thou what is vain, counsel my soul,
Thy holy will reveal, my will control.

,ord, I have shut the door, strengthen my heart;
Yonder awaits the task - I share s part.

Only through grace bestowed may I be true;

Here, while alone with Thee, my strength rensw.




I1I, And yet..there is another side to all this matter.
(a)., The Closed Society can become snare..grievous fault,
I think you recog, it at once..THE SECLUSION C CMPLEX.

THE HERMITAL WITHDRAWAL..perhaps fully exemplified in

the cloisbéred nun or the austeee monk in monastery walls.
We become like that? Good to ask "Why do I build fences?"
(b). Let me suggest three conditions that produce closed..
First:- Already mentioned..DEFENSE, Often necessary.
But even this can turn to an undesirable thing. We

can DEFEND ourselves too much..bec., of fear, Illus:-
People excuse many compromises by declar.."Well, you know,
I have to live..a fellow has to live." Do you? Why?
Luke 10:31, "And by chance there came down a cerjyain priest
that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other
gide." Why? "Don't want to get involved"...Went home..
good supper..soft bed..locked door. Consc).’ience knock?
Second:- SELFISHNESS. Akin to what just said..but broader
Self-centered..At ease..slippers on, easy chair, TV tuned
Closed society of me, wife, children. "I have made me a
cosy life and nest. Name on church roll, Business prospe
And here I am till Gabriel's trumpet blows. And hope it
doesn't tonight. Too comfortable..Lk. 11:7 "Trouble me
not! the door is now shut, and my children are with me
in bed," Shut door..family in..soft bed. HOW MANY X'NS
LIVE YEAR AFTER YEAR LIKE THAT? Tragedy of our da
Third:- CALLOUSNESS. Apathgy instead of sympathy no
passion inst. of with passion). Lk.11:46. "Woe unto

you also, ye lawyers! (After He had fin. with the preacher
)..for ye lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, and
ye yourselves touch not the burdens with one of your
fingers." How hard..indiff. can we get!

You and I cen SHUT OURSELVES UP.."Build a sweet little
nest, 'way out in the west, and let the rest of the world
g£0...50 hell."

Conclus:= 1. God forbid} LOOK AT THE CONTRAST!

Jesus Christ the Lord.. Lord of a closed society of 12 mer
Lord of whole nights of closed fellowship with His Father.
Lord of lonely Gethsemmne, where He withdrew Himself a
stone's cast, Yet how utterly open He was!

- Scoffed at as "Friend of publgicans and sinners."

- Virtue flowi ouy of Him to others.

- Up all ni htnv%“ith troubled Nicodemus. (“m“’? ﬂ‘”’”"ﬂ JM}F

- John £:6 i'Jesm.tss..l:»ein.g aried with his journey, aat‘

us on the well." And won thé Samaritan woman to Himseld

Finally hung on cross,.side opened..life flowed cut for

or
Ear opened to will of God.."hfinewit tkjlou openej)
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Few times "Come".,'"Unto

WHAT DO WE NEED?
What do?
What God do?

Early

Acts 8:1,

great persecution against the church which WAS a

/84 times in 4 Gospels..Jesua used imperative "GO"

Be a king in my counting house, counting out
Queen in my parlour eating bread and honey..?

Closed society of Jerwsalem!

me..rest". . .BUT Mk.1:17 Come..Go

church commanded..Acts 1:8. dﬂg
And world dying
4 "and at that time thi was a

i

..Therefore they were all scattered abroad,.and..went

77
FORCE of persecution‘?

3, But there is another way,.and God always moves thi

LOVE .
HE LOVED LOVED. He loves me.

this organisatien-o- once

love...a reciprocal love is borh in ma.

souls.

Send me...Send my children...Send my money.q.Send
prayers...Send my influence...Send my heart.
Tllus:~ Joe Wetherly.."I'm going to hail". .

Mk, 1:17s

Ay Py
4 J,'J ﬂf\ '.

everywhere preaching the word,"

"aAnd Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me,
and I will make you to become fishers of men.

Break up the churches? FERHA

He loved the children,.with-
rned. As I contemplate..und.
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