« THE CROND AT TEE CROSS. Luke 23:33-49,

Introd:- (1), There is a fearful, wondertul, awtul, glor-
ious, inexplicable, unfathomable fascination about the
CROSS OF JESUS. Even today it is awesome and soul-stirring
exper, to stand on very ground where Cross stood..or near
that empty tomb in garden below..too deep for human languag
1600 yrs. ago & great crowd gathered at that CROSS..Jews,
Gentiles, rich, poor, captains, soldiers, governors, Phar-
isees, religionists, thieves, a mob of saints and sinners..
TO WATCH JESUS DIE. The human race all represented there.
SOMEONE just like you, me..came to see that feartul spec=-
tacle..to see GOD'S SON, dying bet. 2 thieves., Whole worl<
looked on as greatest event of' human history took place.
(2). Was it greatest? Under Roman rule thousands died by
crucifixion. "But X was & good man"..Others too, in gight
of men.."But X great Teacher"..Others were also.

Yet today millions of hearts give thanks to God for the
Cross of X,,and for what Calvary means. Why? Why does thi
one Cross hold a supreme attraction for all men?

Why world still gather to contemplate this shameful Roman
gibbet,.emblem of criminal execution?

I, Let me suggest three mighty reasons behind all this.

~ .7 reasons that make death of the man X Jesus a death
that none other ever experienced, nor ever will,

(a). That (J6ath was planned long before He was born into
this world..bef. Adam created..bef. elements of earth put
together by God..Hear itil Rev.13:8. In that @inthinkable
beginning God appointed a day and hour for this scene
enacted on Calvary's hill..So Jesus prayed..John 17:1,
(b). In second place Calvary diff, from all other death
scenes bec. of the (ONE who died the rg. Who was this Man
of Calvary? Whence di e come ¢ iat does this mean that
we read of His birth..that it was sung about by engelic
cnoirs..heralded by a flaming ster in the heavens ? What
does this mean that He was born of a pure virgin named
Mary? What strange story is this of wise men coming from
the east to worship Him..this little child? THE ONLY ANS.

" is this in John 1:1, 14, WAS THIS ONE GOD INDEED..IN FLES

IJ1llus:~- Argument..X'n & agnostic..Dutchman.."Bel. Bible?
Bel this? T1I Core. 8:9.."When was Jesus X rich? Born into
poor family..laid in borrowed manger..nowhere to lay head. .
preached from borrowed boat..about borrowed penny..died on
borrowed cross..laid in borrowed tomb. When rich?" Just
one answer..c/fPicture of X at portals of heaven,."Out of
the Ivory PalaceMca.m_e_,f_r_qn__heavan..{}od the Son.

(c). Thirds¢This death on Calvery meant more jthan any




hes. Why did God the Son come thus to die? Rom. 5:6-8.
His blood was shed to pray the price for my sins..yours..

. To buy us back to God..Isa, 53:5-6.."He was wounded...."

II. And so the world gathered at Calvary..still does..bemip
- (a). Look around at them, What were their hearts like?
_What are hearts of people like today when confronted with
this fearful and wonderful scene? If X were crucified
publicly in your town..city..WHERE WOULD YOU BE STAND ING?
WHAT BE THINKING? What your place around Cross of Jesus?
(b). I can almost guarantee that most of you peaple-here
tonight~ar3"0hristian87:Iﬁ”fﬁIIéEf}'E?ﬁgg% sens of word.
Fully trusting in this Christ, Born sgain..Forgiven.

./ WHERE WOUID YOU STAND? Three groups of believers stood

at the Cross of Jesus. In which would you be found?

1., Simon Peter was there! Yes, he was..I Pet, 5:1. Where
wag he? Peter the backslider was there..somewhere..Beaten,
ashamed, disconcolate..Denied His Lord..cursed and swore
never knew Him..Then went outside judgment hall and wept
bitterly.."Washed up..finished"..Yet somewhere out in that
ocrowd..in shadows..afraid to meet again eye ot dying Saviou
_ Utterly sshamed..as ev. backslider will be at judgm. Seat..
How long did he weep? How long tears on cheeks? Peter
FATLED HIS LORD..YOU IN FETER'S PLACE? Failed God..denied
Saviour by 1ip or LIFE? Until wonder if X still loves you
at 811? Listen:- Lovingly..still loving Peter..our wonderf
Lord bid him back..AND PETER CAME, What about you?

2, Joseph of Arimathea was there. John 19:38, A secret
disciple..SAVED BUISILENT! Prob. stood at some distance
trom Cross..not too close..Close enaigh just to believe.
Yet his own heart must have smitten him that day.."Joseph,
you're a coward..afraid to own allegiance to Jesus., There
he dies for you..and you never told a soul ebout Him".
Didd not vote "Yes"on Sanhedrin for cruc. of Jesus..nor did
he vote "No"..Abstained..kept nis secret..covered it up.
Anyone here in Joseph's place at Crogs of Jesus. LISTEN AG
Joseph at last stirred up spirit..went boldly to Pilate..
begged body of Lord. STOCD QUT AS A MAN OUGHT TO ST AND.

. YOU? Witnessing X'n.,unashamed? Or deadhead..stowaway

out or sight, on Gospel ship? Where? Isn't it time to
come out sna out for X? Testing times coming! SOON!

%, Tnank God..some Inner Circle X'ns at Cross of Jesus.

Up close..witnin call..John 19:06-27. ONE MAN..a few
women..near the cross. Faithful. John..a cheer to heart
of the Saviour..With Him thru trial,.and up Calvary's hill
Where rest? Where hundreds..thousands He fed? Only John
or the 12/ YOU THERE? Witnin cell for task? Dedicated?




Narrowed down to life given to God? Ready to pray..
witness..go..give..find someone who needs X..point them

~to Saviour? His bond-slave..like Paul? Willing break

alabaster box ot life at Jesus' feet? GOD STIR US ALL!

III, But look magain,.there was great crowd of unbel, at Crc
(a). No doubt majority..as today. Agein I see 3 groups.

1, Pharisees were there,.priests,.formalized clergy..

Matt, 27:41=43, Man doesn't have to stand in pulpit to be
one of these people. He may sit in pew..comfortable pew.
Pharisees rep. unconverted church members of all kinds,
Full of RELIGION..but unsaved. Good men by human standards
..but here is what we read in Titus 3:5., Not "by joining
church,.praying..giving..communion..baptism"..but hy an
act of God. It takes THAT to save any man..woman,

These at cross hated God the Son in midst of all religion.
LOST MEN. Must be fearful for drunkard, harlot, blas-
phemer to go to hell..but what for THESE..respectable, per.
from choir or pulpit..te HELL? May Spirit of God search,..
2. Pilate was there. John 19:22, Strangely drawn there.

We would expect to hear that he retired from judg. hall..
knowing he had condemned an innocent man..shut doors of
palace,.hid away, Yet he went to Cross..that magnet that
draws all men, Pilate..kept his political job..for a
while..kept some friends..but damned his own soul..LOST!
Ended life inexile..prob. as suicide, Lost ev'thing he had
on earth..and then heaven as well.

God forbid you like him..Some do it. Retuse to come to X
bec. atraid lose friends..position., Finally lost ev'thing.
%, THE MOB was there, Frenzied..shrieking for blood..swept
awey by wild lusts of human heart..as mob does today.
Common people..hardly knowing what all sbaut, Soldiers..
all following their leaders to destruction..Matt. 27:20.
Foll., the crowd., How many today follow the crowd..to hell.
It spoke to some there.."You..you there..You were at Galile
..one of that 5,000 crowd Jesus mirac. fed,.You ate of His
bresd. What against Jesus?" "Well, nothing..I don't Fnow
..but leaders say He's & blasphemer..and all this crowd
can't be wrong..Let me alone,.I will shput with rest,"CRUCI
HIM": Tllus:~ Boy of 18 in jail..Service.."I will",
"Wait..too easy. When go back to cells..other men will
laugh..sgoff." "Let them laugh. Foll'd crowd long enough.
Laughed me into jail. I won't follow them to hell."

WHERE ARE YOU? IN THAT CROWD? GOD FORBID!

Conclus:- 1. Not quite finished. Look again! At one
other men. In blaspheming crowd at start..Lke 23:39-43
(Read) «




Thenk God for such as he! SAVED..INSTANTLY! Not by

works..too late, Gifts..no money..no pockets,

. Never lift hand for God..orwalk & step for Him..hands and
feet nailed fast..YET HE WENT TO PARADISE..not to hell.

Trusted implicitly the WORD OF THE SAVIOUR.

2. He shows us the way to God. Do you go that way? There

is nof other. What place YOU take at Cross of Jesus X/

Long ago..I took my place with this thief. I covet no

other. As a sinner..and called upon the Saviour for MERCY
,»PARDON, What do you say? "LORD REMEMBER ME."

I1lus:= "Jimmie™..Too wesk to talk, “oJimmie, lift your

hand to Jesus..He will see...understand".

MOVE TOWARDS JESUS X..HE WILL COME AT ONCE TO MEET YOU.

Blood shed on that Cross to pay full, c anplete price of'

all your sin., Illus:- Inarticulete man..squeeze of hand.

onore Bl @df -0/ /24’/7 ,
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Rev. 15:8. "The Lemb slsin before the foundation of the
s world.

Jphh 17:1. These worde spake Jesus and lifted up his eyes
- : to heaven, end said, "Father, the hour is come"

ﬂJohnll:l, 14, In thehbeginning was the Word, end the Word
was with God, end the Word was God...And the
Word wes mede flesh and dwelt smong us.

1T Cor. 8:9. #Or ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that, though he was rich, yet for your gakes he
beceme poor, that ye through his poverty might
be rich.

Rom. 5:6-8. For when we were yet without si.rength, in due
time, Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely
for 8 righteous men will one die: yet persdventu
for 8 good men some would even dare 1o die.

But God commendeth his love towsrd ue, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ diss for us.

Isa. 53:5-6.
g
J? Jdatt. 27:41-4%. Likewise also the chief priests mocking him,
with the cribes end elders, ssid, He saved
others; himself he cennot ssve. If he be thi
king of Isrsal, let him now coms down from
the cross, and we willbelieve him.

Titus 3:5. Not by worke.
John 19:22. Pilate sbswered, What I have written, I have writd
Matt. 27:20. But the chief prieste and elders persuasded

the multitude that they should ssk Barrabbas
and destroy Jesus,

I Pet. 5:1. The slders whitch are smong you I exhort, who
am also en elder, snd e witness of the sufferingt
of Christ.

John 19:%8 And sfter this Joseph of Arimethee, being e
disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the
Jews, besought Pilate that he might take sway
the body of Jesus.

John 19:25-27. Now there stood by the crose of Jesus his

mother, snd his mother's sister, Mery the
et Bl
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Wife of Oleophas snd Mary Magdelene. When Jesus the_r_qu .

his motheyend the disciple standing by, whome he loved, ‘he 2y,
seith unto his mother, Women, behold thy son. Then seith he
to the disciple, Behold thy mother.. ANE from thet hour that
disciple tcok her untc hie own home. A
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Thare &8 a fesrful, londerful ,/ swful, glorious, inexplicable
sLfethomable fescinetion sbout THE CROSS OF JESUS.

1900 yesrs sgo 8 grest crowd gathered st that Cross..Jews,

Gentiles, rich, poor, captains, goldiere, governors, Fherisees
#~=lipionists, thieves, a mo$ of sintes and sinners..to watch
_asus die. The humean race was represented there. Someone

just like you, me..came Lo 8@ thet .epschacle..to sss God's
dyxing Son dying bet. 2 thleves. Whole world looked on as the

" }:/1{:‘[‘4‘4 Crﬂ"ﬂ‘l}\ r miz‘

grzgtest event of human history took place.

Wes it greatest? Under Roman rule thousends died by crucifixi
Why is it thet todsy millions of hesrtsgive thanke to God
. for the Cross of Christ..snd for what Oalvary meane? . Why this
sross hold supreme sttrsction for ell men?

Z. Bec. the man X Jesus died es none other ever did or will.
8. Death planned long before born..bef. Adam created..befl |
elements of esrth put together by God..Rev. 12:8. In that
unthinkebdd beginning, God sppointed a dev and an hous for
{his scens enscted on Celverv's hill..John 17:l. ' ;

b. In 2nd place Cglverw diff, from ell other deaths hec. o

the Cne who died thare. Whet wes this men of Calvary? Whence
/:}jri he come? Whnt doesthis mesn that we read gbout His birth ©
#"" g about by engelic choirs..heralded by e Plemine star in
"iwe hesvens? Whhet does. thie mesn thet He wes born of* & pure
virgin nemed Mary? What strange story is this of wise men
coming from the epst to worship = little child? The only
anbwer is this in John l:l, 14, Was this one God indesd?
Illus i~ Argument .<X'n end sgnostic..Dubchuen.."3el. Bible?
Rel, THIS? 1II Cor.8:9 "ihen wee Jesus X rich? BY%n into

poor fém..laif in borrowed menger..nowehers lay heed ..uresched
freém borrowed bost..end sbout s borrowed remmy..died on borrow
cross..lsid in borrowed tomb. When rich?" Only one answer,
¢/# Plature..l at portals of heeve.."Cut of the Ivory palaces®
¢. Third..this desth on Cslverv mesnt more then sny other hss.
why Son of God come to die thus? 'Rom. 5:6-8, Hisbleood shed '
to pay price for.my sine..vours..lo raneom. .I188,5535=6.

TI. And so world gethered at Calvery..still does..you taisht .,
IF\S. What were their hearts like? Whet hearts of pscple like
_Jdev when confronted with this feerful and wonderful scene?
TP ¥ were crucifisd publiely in vour town..where would wou be
stending? What be your place in crowd ercund Croes of Jesus?
(b). I don't have to tell you that s great crowd of unbeliever:

aeme to the COross of Jesus. 1. Fharisees were there..Mett.
27 141-43, Unconverted church members..full of religion..but
unesved ..3o0od men by human stenderds..but listen to Titus 2.:D.
They hated God the Zon. Lost men. Fearful fPor drunksrd, herl
blesphemer go to hell.,but THESE..reapecteble..pulpit . .choir ..
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5. Pilste wee there..John 19:22. Strengely drawn there. 7}g-
kept his political job..friends..but demmed his own’Boul S
Some refuse come to %X bec. efraid lose friends..positibp..‘\w
Pilate lost ev'thing he hed..and ﬂgvan 100, - T
%. Mob was there..common paople..abldiers..all following
their lesmders to destruction. Matt. 27:20. Followed the
orowd. How manv todev follow the crowd..to hell, ' Illus ;=
Boy of 18..in jsil..Service "I will".."Weit..too eesy..OL .~
men will laugh..scoff®. "Let them laugh. Foll'd crowd long
enough. I won't foll, them to hell." WHERE ARE YOU? IN THAT
CROWD? GCD FOBID.
(¢) But gffother people were at cross of Jesus. Three groupe
of helievers et Crose. 1. Pster was therel Yes, he was....
I Pet. 5:1 Where wae he? Somewhere. DPeter the backslider..
beaten, ashemed, disconsolate...He had denied his Lord..cursed

_and swore never knew him..lhen went outside judgment Hall and

wept bitterly..Weshed up..finished. Yet somewher out in that
crowd ..in shadows..afrsid to meet eye of dying Saviour..utterly
pehemad..How long did he weep? Tears still on cheeks ..Failed.
You in Peter's place? Feiled Go&. Until wonder if X still
Toves? Listen:- Lord still loved Peter..bid him beck..AND
FEIER CAME, What sbout you? ‘

2. Josfeph of Arimetheas was there. John 19:%28. 4 secret disci:
38§VED BUT SILENT! Prob. st some distance from Cross..not” 1o
close..0loss enough just to belisve. Yet his own hesrt must
heve smitten him thet day..'Joseph, you are a cowsrd..afraid
to own your sllegisnce to Jesus. There He dies for you..and
vou never told s soul about Him." Anyone here in Joseph's
place st Cross of Jesus? Listen to this:~ Joseph at last
stitred up in soul..went boldly to Pilste..begged body of Lord
9tood out ss man ought to stend. You? Witnessing X'n? Or

a deadhead..stowed away out of sight on Gospel ship? \here?
Isn't it time to come out and out for Christ? =
24 Thenk God there were some inner circle X'ns st Cross of
Jesug, Up close..within cell..John 19:25-27. 'ONE men..s few
women..nser the cross..Faithful. John e cheer to hesrt of the
Saviour..thru trisl..end up Calvary's hill. Where rest?

4 mdreds..thousends He fed. Only John of 12, You there?
within call, for His tesk? Dediceted? Narrowed down to @

1ife given to God? Reedy to pray..witness..go..give..find~
somsone who needs X..put arm around..lesd to altar? Ars i,
His bond-slave..like Fsul? Willing bresk elsbsster box et Jesu
flaet? '

conelug:~. 1. Tonight we all stand somewhere st Cross of X.
WHERE? Found place? Willing to gtand there while dying Saviou
locks et you? Satisfied all well.,.His epprovel? Illus:-

Jos Weatherlv.."I'm going to Hail".
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2 'J» evh, sARIM, JJohn 19:98.. Secrelt discinle..

5 [ iy

saved but mlonu..l/.x, “abos digbance..'Josepnh,
your'te a cowa rd, alraid to O\ﬂl..'lf‘ dlieg for yoU..
ot never Hold soul vou lLove Him', A Tast went
boldly o filabﬁ.(uhooﬁ out asg man oughu. ANy
Ktn here? - Seen with Bible ab work? ©Speak to. one
5y Bimon Peters.backs Lider, beaten ashamed, disco

c-f L 'DL,L. 5:1..here was he? Denied hig Toxd..
cuTsed, .-ront. mshed un..fin,  Yet L loved, calle
You. there? one back until wonder if X loves?

(c). Bt another crowd around cross,.Unbellovers.
1. Pharisees,.unconverbed. Cha memb. Labtta27:i4l- |

4%, Jiood men by human standards.. ideal cie mmemb,

A"fil:i;' witus H:5. . hese men hated God the Son. . 11..u |
he T c,. 751 to ro ©o hell,.even for drunkard,-i arl
4 "QL anii, o bub worst- of—adls .Il‘."("'}:?%'l‘)ec'l}-.-. gune in- ehoin |
mﬂ 31L:,.f:.u. If without X as Saviour..lLost, dooi
—~=24 Pilate there, .:‘*r)vmmor. LN 19122, Dlaw tiien
gaved his political job, Ir iendg, damned soul
These your shoeg? loL ;' 1 bee, think LoS€eecea? |
Tilate lLost cv"‘o‘n’m' he -:3 ;..ﬂnu |

5, liob, soldiers, comion folk,.follld leaders o |

heaven too, bon'

UO"'L;J_HC..J% Lty £7:280. ""01701 red- the crowdl ¢ff
W7ou ot (alll®o. fed- 5,000, vhat against Jesus?y
Sothling. .1moer 8a7eT01Ls - crowd,”. Tllus:~ Boy

of 18 in Jall..Yes, 1 will,.Wait, too easy..if g0
hack..other fellows scoff. -"Let them laugh. . Foll
crowd lons enoush..won't foll, GO hell, heaven™,
Triend, where you stand in crowd around Cross?

Conclus:- 1le. One other,.one man. . in blasohe

...........

orovd ot starte.Lle.e0:89=45.s5Uch ..:lﬂ]lOI‘ he-gave

Ingtantly! iot by wo;]“ pifis..c/T hands 5y feet
m011o~r..,weu uo Paradise, _n.e shows us way to God.
o' what place you take? Seek gelf~right, of Fhax

Pame of ¥ -I-J_"Lto. TPop. of crowd? I tedk my place
wilth this thief..sinner..c 1]_10(1 unon sSaviour fox

— MEeTCYesD rardon, ot vou say? tLord, Temember
me', lluu.- C Jimmle, 1Lift hand Lo Jesus.
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=% What a crowd gathered at bross n“ Jesus

1900 yrs. ago. Jews, Genbiles, rich, DOOT, GaVLAI NS
qudieru, ngevnovO . Pharisees, TéliglOﬂJJt W a3
mob..sainud, ﬂLwnL?u..uu@qn rape vabehed aesuu [
 womebody Jjust Like you..me..gathered al Cross o - A

- o see spectacle,.God's Son dving bet. & thieves.

 Whole world looked ag greatest event human histssee
(2)s Was it zreatest? Wnder Roman rule Thousands die

iby cruc LCT tion, "Bub X good man"..liany olbhers in
sileht of memn,."But X Teacher"..0bhers too, \ fet todaw
uLlLLOﬂ of hearts give thanks,.not only Ffor material
things « «Tood, clothing, shelter, good things,,.but
for Cross of anJ tesfor what Calvary means. s i7v?
Ahy world stlll natqer..couuuulabe tihis Cross..0ne,?

tgttque'man Gha th Jesus died as ﬂQ]Q.OuﬂO? ovor did.
 (aly First, is death vlanned- -6fore boBh:.herore. |
adan cnoqteu..bei. elenents of earth uo~@nh..b9v,31.d
Ln unthinkable beginning, .God anpoinbed hour, .l 1lv'ﬂ’v
CJdohn 17314 muuamttaT o g dealing.with;mnﬂ Lnd” '
- (B). Second, Calvary Airff. hec. of Who died there.
| Whp, was this ian of Calvary? menee did -e come?
“hat, this mean bthat we read oxiﬁ.u ‘birth..Angelic
holxu..ilfﬂln star..wise men from east..Virgin 11,°
¢/f John 1l:1..14. “%1% He God indeed?,.l Wim,5:16..
Van this be?..l Cor, 15: 47 LL1USE = P RS
fhen. was J.C. ricl ?"..Lalvavv diff, .Deabn of ftod..500n
{c). Third,: Phis death on Calvary meant more than
any_obho¢, Blood shed, there naid Tor iy slns. .yours
.hy Son of God come,.die thus? . Roui, 5 b--d.. ,w_aa_m..
John 516, and Iga; 55356, ¢ must-be atoned fom,

1T, und, 80 _the world cathered at Calvary..von today...
{a). ey came o wateh Greator Gle..Hedeomnen. Toving,
an _uqych¢n” uod diei hat hearts like? . Resnonse?

f?f X pub, crucirfied today, svour town,.wiere stand? !
Hhat your »lace in erowd around the Cross. of Jesu !

(b). You a believer..X'n..fully trustine in Lhis as
here you stand? "hree grouns oF bell's at Urogs, .

L. dnner eircle X'ng,.John 19:8 20=274 Unﬁﬁﬂnn..( ?ew.
Women, ,near ¢ross,.un cloge, . alb
neart of Saviour. There Teat?

= Savio : _ iiS'

,uu»oulv Jolm near. c¢/f vraver HDOL..uocJoowulon.
dis deen..revival efilort, »ray, weep, rins doorbel
Tind someone who needs X, arm around, ,T(.r_m Lo ali
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