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(1) "The Wame not én the Church Visitor's Book.

t

Introd:~- (1). TOPIC..At least, as I have signed many such
books..in many churches..never seen -this one. Perhaps :
somebody ought take time to put it in..if confident He was
at the service, What name? this one:~ Rev, 1:11.

Already written..and sent to churches. In your hook?

Did He come to church today? Somewhere here now? Ushers,
where did you seat Him? People, is He sitting next o youf
If deigned to avnpear in phys. form..wd. you recognize Him?
(2), John the ApostleYVsent to convict mines on isle of
Patmos bec. he insisted on acting like a X'n..believing anc
proclaiming the Word ofldod..and witnqssiﬁg th saving powel
of Jesus Christ. And there he saw, in a vision, the '
glorious, personal presence of Jesus Christ, and he had
diff, recognizing Him. You see, He had changed consider-
ably since John last saw Him..vsl2-13a. "LIKE the Son

of man..that I knew on earth..but now so changed..so glor=
ious...that vs., 17 "I fell at nis feet as dead."

If our Lord appeared here like that..these pews be full of
limp forms..some fallen prostrate in aisles. Pulpit empty.
Yet He IS here..in unseen, spiritual presence..but real,.
looking:-listening. Vay the awesome sense of that Holy,

glorious Presence overwhelm our souls today! ,
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T. Takk time with me to look afresh at this chap. of' Rev.
(a). Some pass by this great Book..as too complicated..and
so miss promised blessing set out in vs.3. Some would
declare it to be just mixed up dream of old man in dotage.
BUT..no Book of Bible more clearly guthenticated as the
Tord of God. See how it was riven..vs. 1-2. God the Fathe:
gave it to God the Son..tc the Angel (God the H,Spirik)..
to John..to us! At each stage., .authenticated..authorized..
by_T?Iﬁng_gpaf}by_gggglgmgpg_men..,from heaven direct to |
earth, This is the very Word of God.

(v). Then the Book was written in form of an epistle..a
letter to the CHURCH. Too bad when a church doesn't read
it's mail..from heaven! Signed simply in vs. 4,.,"JOHN".
No title..frill,.just plain, modest JOHN. .not an excited
odfi man., Same self-effacing man who wrote Gospel of John
and would not even mention his own name TG

BDRESSED to seven churches of 431&..rea1..there_in John's
day..Places s$ill well knowne -Been to two of them,
galutation from these: vs.4b-6a. Eternal God the Father,
seven~=fold Holy Spirit, God the Son, resurrected and comin
to reign., Only Bible epistle FyFHgdx with salutation

from the whole Trinity! GOD'S LETTER TO CHURCHES..THIS OF
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(). Divided into three parts..so that we can und. better.

vs. 19, Things already seen..vision of chap. one, Things
that are, conditions in 7 churches, described in chap’sIE—S.
Things that shall be hereafter, beginning at chap.4 to end..
c/f 4:1 Hereafter..after here..when church age over...So from
4:]1 to end..things still in pronhet1c realm..future ‘to -

Imp. to know..but still anead Ofw And so chaps
l 5 are very r relevant to churches in 196%. ,until Jesus ¢, e
YITAL mmy 7
ITI. Now ready to look over John's shoulder at this{lst vision
(8). Simple..yet profound..awe~inspiring.. vs.l2-18. J~ mgd{ef
The resurrected, glorious, triumphant Saviour and com A fHEAJ
Totally in charge of all things. (Devil doesn't even have key
to own front door..Jesus has ‘it.."keys of hell and death"!)
Now vs,., 20 unfolds the mystery..The seven stars are the "angels
..mesgengers s.leaders of the churches..Candlescvicks the churche
CHRIST IN MIDSYT OF HIS CHURCHES..LTKE THIS ONE.,.GLORIOQOUS UN*
SEEN HEAVENLY VISITOR..in the midst...here today.
(b). Whet is He doing? See! He is shown as a glorious High
Priest., The white head of supreme authority..typified by the
snow-white mitre H,P. wor@. The long garment down to foot..
as H.P. wore the coat and the robe. The golden girdle, as H.F,.
of Israel wore golden breastplate. Flaming eyes of discere=
ment..burning feet like brass furnace -of judgment..Voice
like thudering waters, sending out Word of God. Countenance
radiating ineffable glory of God. THIS IS ONE WITH WHOM THE
CHURCHES HAVE TO DEAL. * How like see Him visibly..this mulpit?
(cys There He stood..in midst of the candlesticks. What does
a High Priest do ‘there? Look back todays of Israel's teber-
néET%_Tﬁ'ﬁITHernesq. Through Word of God we can look into
the Holy Place where only priests wenth.see what going on.
There stood a seven-branched Golden Cabdlestick..prototvpe
of these -7 separate céplesticks John saw, Made of one piece of
" pure gold..symbol of thav which is_Divine in nature. So Rev. 1
tells us these things: That the true, world-wide church of J.C.
ig Divine institution..set up by God..and of which -Jesus said:
"7He gates of hell shall not prevail against it." And that,
although today in separate entities..it is still all of one
piece..Diffs denominations..but ONE CHURCH. world-wide, God's.
Hotice further:~ When Tab, was moved from place to place —
the Golden Candlestick had 2 coverings..Inner one of blue.
outer““f*cummun”ﬁhdver skxn, Tanimal of earth., Num. 4:9-10
JUST §0..88 church of J.C. moves through earth, mortal men see
very ordinary thing..earth}¥ organization.."religious club”..
BUT FAIL SEE INNER PART..THE BLUE OF HEAVEN. CHURCH IS IN
INNER NATURE HEAVENLY...and(ﬁ""ﬁ"fﬁf‘hﬁaveﬁ} ( Some day cover

be off..be seen as she truly is. oéﬁ e
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(d). Wow what did H.P, do as came to cendlestick?’
Chiefly two wonderful things. Let me read number of
Serip:~ Follow these carefully:
Exod, 27:20~21

' Exod. 30:7=8
Levit., 24:2=4 -
IT Chron. 13:11, @™
T'm sure you noticedALhe two things H.P, did,
First, he_lit the lamps of the candlestick...HE MUST DO
THE LICGHTING. And to do this He supplies the oil.
- If this church to be effective for God..our great High
Priest must kindle the light..and supply it. Church is no
place where self-etfort..self-accomplishment..self=glory..
self-prowess..self-ability be set out ondisplay. Worldly
af'fairs can beat us every time at that game. The cnurch
is to be a DIVINELY LIT LIGHT FOR JESUS CHRIST. So it
MUST be a company of the twice-born..filld with the H.S.
Has oue Lord come here today and found such a place? God
grant it! Notice too..that the lamps were 1lit in the
evening to(SHINE_IN THE NIGHT ) God's Church is today the
mosT tiggllxuimgA;iﬁgﬁitgﬁIﬁiégnmgarth..tne only organizat:
dedicated to be a LIGHT HOLDER..to illumine¢the weary spiri
of men blinded by sin. LET OUR LORD SHINE THROUGH US fiew
Second:~ The H.,P. stood by lamp to Tg;igg" it and to
Tdress" it. Zvery MORNING he came t6 trim the wick..to
rémove the burnt ash,.wips away smut and smudges..tnat it
might be ready to shine again, Need I suggest the applic-
ation? "It we say We have no sin, we deceive ourselves'.
But H.P. not deceived, He knows we need His cleansing
work. .every morning. Thank God He is willing and able..
"I we confess our sins, He is faitnful and just to for-
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness." - fhe e m:"ff & Ho /:f;‘n‘ﬁ S J'!s; Coma fretn - Ry, Hil
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Conclus:~ 1., Wait quie#%ly for these closing moments bet'.
our great High Priest..present in this house of God..at
this moments 1s there anything we should say to Him?
What does He see? Something to be cleansed? Tell Him.
R.C's ahead of us here. Cpnfgiﬁigg'?E?EFOI“worship. They
talk to an earthly so-called priest. We have a so much
greatver privilege..our Heavenly High Priest..in the midst.
T think we should have three things to say to Him-® &t
- Iﬂggp£g§§_sin..all I know..Lord cleanse me thoroughly <
- Fill me efresh this morn, with Thy Holy Spirit..Oil.
- Set _me alight for God..to witness, life, lip..let me
burn out for Thee..take my life and let it be consec...
" et me not sink to be a clod. Nake me Thy fuel, flame
of God," HE WILL. WAITING..IF WE WILL...NOW. s
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