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.4 (1). "The Soldier with e @meflreck Mind".

. Introd:- (1). Whet is most objeetionable quelity of &
‘mosquito? NO, not his sharp rroboscls..rrototyne of all
hynodermic needles (mere humsn imitetions)..NOR irritation

~~ nroduced by his (werdon me, HER) ettack. Most misereble
quaelity ie her ONE-TRACK MIND) Refuses to be eside-tracked
until sideemacked' Persistent to point of obstinacy!l
(2). To eay of humen being. "One~track mind" is ususlly an
insult. Not alweys justified ss guch. Sometimes we meke
eccuaation bec. rerson will not see thingsour way..(Right
wayl) Soms becoms obsessed with onﬁpunrema desire..devote
life to it. c/f Money,.some worshi® trinity of Gold,
silver and conrer. Their straight, inflexible rath crosse
avery "8" in their sweech, end turne it into doller.sign.
One-treck! Others sre srorts-med..nlessdure-mdd..sex-mad.
Running full steam along side~tracks..made them mein-track
(%) . God save us from one-tracke and side-tracks. But
snother danger is "All-tracks". The heil-fellow-well-met
rung this way. Runs with the hare..snd with the hounds.
Plece -of flabby emisbility.."Ambeeswit¥tty". Able to be
friends..with everybody. No ruling ression..no convietion
" ..going nowhere in 17 directionsl ¢/f Fherisees..Maerk 1l:
:  29-3%. God ssve us from being "All-Track minds"..like
gl Burip 1 A ndue with 400 mill. gods..fitted to ev. occesion..commen
b ol men WHAT DOES GOD EXFECT OF US? Well-developed, many track
~ Tainds ..like Solomon I Kings 4:32-33..Like our Lord..who
besed nersbles on ferming end fishing end baking end hort-
iculture end nrosmecting snd merchandising anqhnveating
. and waddinga and births and house-building...on and .on.
" BUI' IN TRULY FOUNDED LIFE THERE MUSIT BE CONE MAIN TRACK
end all these others feeding intm-TETTEontributing to it.

I. Let me teke you to lile-known signif. illus of this.
(8). Four cheracters involved, & king, & nrince, s generel
end en unknown soldier. Lé# me first of all read record.
II Sam. 18:1,4/5, 9-14. Now masy God swesk to ell of usl
(b)+ The first cheracter in story is King Devid. 4t this
time 8 rejected King. 4 minority of reonle still loyel to
Am in srite of generel rejection. ,Followed him..shered
4ie exile..his contemnt..his daanising. Willing to suffer
““shame for love of the King. Forsook ev. worldly advantage
.snoBseeeion..lived es strengers, wenderers, rilgrims, not
knowing whet sheed..when called uron to die for King..hevin
no certain dwelling wlace..hardy soldlers. AND THERE IS
A CLOSE PARALLEL TO THIS, .Hzbxiix I Cox 448-1%. Todayywe

" have 8 rejected King..Our Lord Jesus..snd we live in this -
world ss a minaritu..celled to be His good soldiers.
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(¢). The second verson in the story 1s the Prince..Absolom.
Brought into being by the King. Good neme that his life telied
Ab-Shalom.."Father of Pesce"..end he stirred ur bitter war..
sought life of one who brought into existence..usurred him..
And here I think of another like him..Good name of Lucifer..
"Light". M"shining..morning ster"..And beceme euthor of all
derkness..desreir..sin..Saten. Sought to derose his Meke
end today is Frince of this world..John 14:30..Actually k._.ed
the. Prince of Life..Today heiled by multitude..obeyed..enjoyed.
And only oprosed by minority..snd these he hates end hunts.
The King end the Rebell In deedly conflict then..end todey. ,
Mind of Rebel set to destroy King end ell-He hes, ”#%A"%Aﬁfh-
II. The rest of the story concerns two of Kinpg's Boldiur%ﬁ fiian
(8)+ Both filled with honest zeal. Good fighters. Knew their
buginess. Mind had e -soldier-track in-it. One was General
-Joab..nemad..well-known. Other was common soldier..unnnemed
in record..enonymous in life end desth. No record of who was.

__Look first et Genersl Joab..for he resrresents meny of God's
soldiers todey. Om the bettle~field for the King., A lesder
fully quelified to lesd. -Bold, brave, succesafull, strong, kee:
BUT HE FINALLY REBELLED AGAINST KING HE HAD SERVED SO LONG!
Staggering truth! IZ Kinge 2:28-29, 34, 1In his life there wes
one fetal flew. Lesrn itl You know story. Absoclom csught.
un in oak tree. Per. by long heir. Here is lesson by th —
way. He was vroud of his besuty. When hed yeerly hair-cut..
even weighed 1t -to eee how much grew! Some MAN. So, ss rride
was Satan's downfall..so of Absolom. Pride cetches meny s man
lesves him "hung uv"..helnless..leaves him deugling..NO WALK.S™
(b) . Then'wes Joeb's onnortunity..for glory, fams. Killed him.
IN DIRECT DISOBEDIENCE TO KING'S EXPLICIT COMMAND! Why do thau?
Well, he RATIONALIZED ewsy King's commsnd. Sub. own humen

! wisdom. "practicel..sensible". "I think I know better",
And it wes beginning of the end for Joeb. The first seed of
rebellion and rejection. A LITTLE disobedience. c/f young
men, women..marry unseved. c¢/f "Here em I, send my sister".
"Bring ye ell the tithes"..Don't love God dims in doller.
TIME WE LEARNED GOD MEANS EXACTLY WHAT HE SAYS. OBERY GOD.
(). Well, here is 4th men in story..Anonymous..Unknown soldier
He seems so insignif..s biit sturid..desnised of the desn~ised.
higted by enemy..end scorned by own general..not worth havi———
ratience with (ve.l4). Not worth neming in the records. £
BUI ..This men..meny trecks to mind..e soldier..~rob. husband,
fether..citizen..his men found in nlece in God's record bec.
he did two things..one rositive..ons negetive. HAD A MAIN TRACEK
1. He knew the King's command..snd imnlicitly obeyyed it .\7">%
va. 12b THE MAIN TRACK!. Center of life..will. Cur Lord said
of Himself "I ¢OME TOY DO THY WILL, O GOD". DO WE? Like this
~ glorious unknownsoldier? c¢/f Blemk sheet..sign nerme..?




2ak eelf vitel guee. Do I, to utmost knowledge ..OBEY
‘the commsnds of my King? ObeYy the BOOK? The SPIEIT?

2. Second rail to mein track eertminly of equal imnortance
“ fPor Pirst devends uron it. Perellel tails to meke one mei
treck....THIS UNKNOVN HERO..REFUSED FROFFERED REWARD FOR
TAKING A SIDE*TRACK. Without thet rugged self-denial he
‘would never have obsyed God's commend. Read egsin:-

ve. 10-128. Offered goodly sum of cesh..AND A GIRDLE...
BELT OF OFFICE..symbol of rosition. rromotion..raising
from ranks of ordinery soldiers to that of e commissioned |
officer ..Among Heb..such & richly wrought girdle wes merk
of honour ..oft. bestowed es rewerd of militery merit.

AND THIS MAN SAID "NO". "Not even if w»ut 1,000 shekels
actually in my hend..I would dror it"., HE DIED TO SELF.
And thud eble to LIVE UNTC GOD..HEARING..OBEYING HIS WORD.
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Conclus:~- 1. I lesve the srnnlication in your hends. It
is unmistekesble. Alresdy our heerts surely ssking.%.AM
I on the main track..where God wants me? Am I set to do
His will?" All work of Setan will be to sidetrasck..meke
spomething else more imr. than doing will of God with a sel
thet hes died. Saten will bid high. Illus:- Hounds
end coyote end rabkit. Bid for you..shekels..honour..fame
~romotion.. 2. #nd in it 8ll we mey seem to lose out in
our obeying of God's commsnds. Mey mean ineignif..loss..
gacrifice..desth. This soldier loet, didn't he? Or did
he? His eerthly king wrob. never heerd of him..what he
refufsed to do..whet he did. BUI IN HEAVEN THE GREAT KING
KNEW . WRCTE THE RECCRT HERE, What office will he have
in God's Kingdom? How comrere then with Joeb? And our
KING still knows..end His reward 1s in His hend!

ﬁgﬁﬁggyf« "He is no fool, who gives what he cennot keen,

T To gein whet he cennot lose. "
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vaplk 11:29-33,.And Jesus answered aml said unto them, I will
also ask of ‘you one question, amd answer me.. .The baptism of
John, was it from heaven or of men?...And the reasoned within
themselves..If we shal 1l say,From heaven; he will say, Why :
then did ye not be lieve him? But it we shall say, Of men;
“*hey feared the people: for all men cmnbed John, that he was

“ronhet indeed. And they answered and said unto Jesus, We
cannot tell,

T Kings 4:32-33. And he spake three thousard proverbs: am
his songs were a thousand and five. And he spake of trees,
from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop
that springeth out of the wall: he spale also of beasts, anl
of fowly, amd of creeping things, and of fishes.

T Cor 4:B-13..%e are fwols for Christ's sake..we are wWeak..
we are despised..we both hubger and thirst, smd are naked amd
are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling place ; and labougy,
working with our hands: being reviled we bless: being persecut
we suffer it: being defamed, we gntreat: we are made as the
£ilth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things

uno this day.

e

~whn 14:32)/ The prince of this world comreth, and math nothing
in me.

T Kings 2:28-20, 34, Then tidings came to Joab: far Joab

hed turned after Addnijah, although he turned not after
Absalom. And Gosb fled unto the tabernascle o tle Lord, and ¢
caught hold on the horns of the altar, an it was told Kinr Sol
omon...So Benaiah ,,fell upon him end slew him, r




