" (1). "Three Getes to peredise” .

4
Tntrod:= (1). It has been well said: "rhe undevout astron-
omer is med". The men with no spiritusl urge within his
soul is in denger of becoming e vegetable..stegnent nool
where only slime asccumulates. Materielism leaves in its
train neychological crinnles..less then humsn personalitie
Wor men is incursbldy God-gick..and never finds rast until
finds God. ¢/f Girl in Russie.."Whst is written on Sermia
Wall?" Worried..wslked J® miles to see..There 1t was:-
"Religion is the oniste of the nmeonle". Fell on knees,
crying "rhenk God"l Atheiem is berely skin-deen. Illus:-
Lecturder.."Anyone here cleims be etheist"? One man out u
hend. "Stand un! Went neonle see men whose mother died
like & dog, end in so doing fulfilled her destiny" . Men
jumned engrily to feet..fece flushed.."Bhet's a lie. BShe
wes best of women end hes gone to heaven'. Thenconfusedl
(2). Deep in heart of menlkind..ineradicable consciousness
of the eternal. Men encounter desth, and say "Thls cannot
be the end.” In the 15th century e men etood in Genoa,
wetching little shins seiling to the west, as Columbus and
his men set off beyond the utmost ikdes Into the uninown.

. He was idly tossing & coin 1lnscribed, "Ne nlus ultra®..
Mhere is nothing beyond". "The fools". But there was
something beyond. And there is somethinz beyond whet we
geq..Heb. 9:27..Heaven and & hell..A Paredise and Frison.
Milton expressed greatest tregedy of eternity when wrote
"parsdise Lost"..snd grestest hope of humanity "Par. regeil
And in some form..this is goal..cry of all religion..unlve:

I. Todey invite teke time think aboutjf%?adise} Whet is i
(a). Name means ¥4 Royal Park" ..orchard..frut? trees of
all kinds..rrersred for enjoyment of those who enter.

In very real sense Gerden of Eden was Parasdise for Adam ent
Eve. Adam vre-dated Parsdise..ss type of X..lest Adam.
¢/f Gen.2:7-8..15. Eve crested IN Peradise..typse of the
Church..intended for future Peradiee. y

(k). Since man fell into gin..driven from thet ‘earthly
Parsdise..earth cursed, ruined..whole history been one of
geeking & heavenly Parsdise..nlace of restored chmmunion
with God on earth..and unending fellowshin efter life over,
3in hee inveded world with irresisteble tide..and rhysicel,
esrthly Utonie isfhumanly imnoss. #fSesrch for einless lend.
Useless..would have eroiled immed..cerried sin with then..
Might ss well seved money..effort..steyed home..reed Rom,
%:2%, |heory of evol. inverts the truth. Men FELL. DOWN
3in, disesse, wer, femine, esrthqueke, hurricens, fire end
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humen stteinment. Men's only hone is Persdise Beyond. So

Paul cries..I Cor. 15:19. "If in thiglifle only we heve“hope.."
And thus meny of our hymns voice cry of longing humen hesrts..
"There's & land thet is fairer thsn dey. 4And by feith we can
see it AFAR". "In the sweet by end by..we shall meet..."

(e). This is resl..cartain..sefeguerded by God's sure nromise.
Swest hore of the soul..The strong essurence and comfort

of every Christien heert. Peredise ehead! This 1is whet -y en
meant when he described the Celestiasl City, and seid: "411 the
trumpets sounded for them..end I could heve wished myself smong
them". This wes Peul's glowing anticipetion:- "I have & desirs
to derert, snd to be with Christ, which is far better...Hence-
forth there is leid ur for me e crown of righteousness".

Do not our hearts burn within ue es He talks thus with use?

1I. The Bilbe tells us juetfthres things ebout thet coming Fersdi
(e). Only mentioned bhree times..ell in N.T. For Peredise is

8 N.T, affeit'. O.T. ends with word "curse"..for curse still
there..unremoved by millions of snimel sec..their rivers of
blood. "Not ell the blood of besste, on Jewigh eltars 8lein,
could give the guilty conscience regce, or wesh eway the stein"
Thus our Lord seid..John Z:1% "No merheth sscended un to heaven
Not until Celbey wes Fsredise Regasined completealy rossible..
(b). So we find first mention..Luke 2%:4%., One of love-
llest, most glorious records ever written! THE WAY TO FARADISE
REVEALED! Not by good worke..gifts..reformetione..religion..
"bartism..esrthly rriesthood..rreyers..confirmetion..church memb
BY JESUS CHRIST! ..hulble, trusting relience on Him. Fredy
gete to Peredise...Its neme ie REDEMPLION!. By blood of Chr ist,
the Heavenly Lemb. The Door ..The Wey..The Rent Veil..

(¢). But just erriving is sesrcely enough. Glorious, but only
beginning. Bible telle us commer. little ebout heaven. God hs
few surrrises in store! "Now we ses thru. s gless derkly, but
then fece to face". Here is second mention of Peredise..

II Cor. 12:1-h, Secondféte hes title "REVELATION'. Peredise
will bs plece of knowing. Mysteries will unfold. Perplexities
be resolved. Doubts and debstes will be trensformed into
ebaolutes. WE SHALL KNOW, AS WE ARE KNOWN. '

(d). But this is still not all, The third gste tskes us to the
very hesrt of thet coming Persdise...Rev.2:7. For this
is"REMARRIAGE" . A restored union with God thet tekes us

to a nlace "IN THE MIDST" of the gerden of God. Where Adsm
once was..Gen 2:9a. "In the midst"..where he met God faca to fa
Teking of tree of life..sll elese shut out..Feredise indeed.

We, once severed from God..deed..shall be joined to Him agein!
In thet FUIURE, HEAVENLY PARADISE.




{ /) III.Gloriaﬁgﬁahicinetionl BUT . .One imm. metter remeins.
;. (e). This is way we Pind 1% in Romsns 8:18-19, 22-2D Ve
! live TODAY in ruined world..Persdies Lost . WATTING for thet

_coming Persdlse Regained..in heaven. Is thet all?

Le¥ me suggest that, es we thus weit, the utmost longing
of our hesrts ought to be to find PARADISE WITHINY

| /" pogsible? Someone ought write book.."How to be heony
'Y though e Christien"! Some gloomy Gus tyres think ginfull
) Some redient, glowing henny ssintas rrove it isn'tl
(). Inner Persdide mey have meny nemes .. ."Senctificetion”
fgpirit-filled" . ."Crucified with Christ®.."Absolute Surr@
ender" . ,"Revivalner . commonest of all. These sll sreak
of deen longing in X'n hearts. for closer walk with God..
restored fellowshir..comnlete oneness with the Seviour.
Certeinly SOME reach it ..Certbinly SOME do not.
(e). Let me leeve with you one greet CT illustration of
this NI truth..for OF is our great illus. book (I Cor 10)
'fi‘ ‘Qut of story of restoretion of mpwel;—or=rethpr Judah,
Wal#¥, or o Babylonien. cantivity to lend of Fel..lend of blessing.
q%ﬁf&ﬂ"let me show 3 steps to Fersdiss we can pll teke NCW.

P Illus, in work of thres grest men..Zerubbebel. .Bzre . .Nehem.
A 1. First stevr. GATE ONE. RESTCRATION THRU. REFENTANCE .

= Judseh turned beck to, God..with deep desire for Hie best.
Back of it &ll..rraying of Deniel..moving of Ged on heart
| of Cyrus. Alweys this..Somebody nrayed..God moved in sov-
/! erelgn nower..Men resronded. If went see revivale FRAT .
f 7erubbsbel end comneny moved beck to God's land"f'-a-ﬂ:Jl od give
\/ ue such & Divine WANT! Disturb us) Stir us un with sense
‘.~ of hunger, thirst efter right, " Three men involved..
Sheshbezzar, rrince who beceme governor ..-Christ th 'ék 1)
fﬁarubbabal, the worker, builder, --Christ the resto&? SermLt
/ s}Jeshua, the ~riest --Christ our High Priest, Intercessor .

. First gete to inner reredise..CHRIST..in surrender ..Lord.
2, Second GATE.. I'ynified by Ezre . .REVELATION,.CF THE WORD.
Ezre wes the Scribe..reedy gcribe in Lew of Moses.
mollwed after Zerubbebel. Lzra 7:10, Neh. 8:1-3, 3, 8.
Second gete to inner peredise is to KNOW THE BOCK, Other -
wise there will be unreslity, mysticism, extrevagences,
felpe fire, fensticism of some kind. Deep knowledge of the
. Word of God..by reading, studying, comnaring diligently,
mediteting, gogiteting, rumineting..EATING THE WORD..will
bring growth,k urity, end stesdfestnese 80 needed torey.
%, THIRD GATE ..I heve called REMARRIAGE . Tynified by work
of Nehemieh..the I'irshetha, Governor . Frollowed Ezre..and
comnleted restoration of Isrsel. As Zerubbsbel built Altar
snd Temnle..so Nehemish built the WALL of Jerusslem. Why?
SIMPLY TO SHUT THE WCRLD OUL. And Judeh IN..to God. This
is "Fforseking ell others, snd cleeving only unto Thee".
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And "Peredise Within" is never fully known, enjoyed, untll
world SHUT OUT.J/GATES BARRED..LOCKED...end heart wholly we-
merried to God. This is vitasl message every vert of wondarful
Book of Nehemiah. READ IT! It is comrlete illus. of ROMVT7 2.
Verried to Christ! Living in most intimete fellowshin nogs}

Conclusi- 1. WANT IT? Ev'one of ue wants Hesvenly Fared” ™

at end of life. We know not on this strife-torn earth..m..
want that future Paredise. We can be sure of it..I John 5:l2-1
But do we WANT PARDISE WITHIN..NO/? It cen be ours..thru the
three gates..Set heart on worship of snd dedicetlon to God.

Set hesrt on knowing His will..word. Set heart on forsaking
world, self-life..shut out..snd shut in with the Saviour.

2. Lest word is this:- This is never externsl metter..reising
hend..welking sisle. THAT CAN BE EASILY DONE. But see this:-
When Nehemish »nrvosed to build that well of Jeruselem..shut
world out..he kent it e SECRET. Read his rrayer in chan. one.
THE REAL REQUEST IS NOI RECCRDED. Why not? See gitim:egein:-
2:12, 16. Why? REAL FURPGSING IS INWARD..OF THE HEART..

NOT GLIB TALK. c/f 2:12...Dan. 1:8

Z. Do we so. pusmose? I ssk you meke this closing moment e holy
one indeed. "I will seek to exalt God..I will seek to know the
Book. I will' seek to shut world out, set whole affection on
Saviour. 4And I will know then..Persdise Within". G
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